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Are teenagers growing dimmer?
SLOFIFFETHEBG?

The latest global school tests reveal shocking new declines
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The Economist - September 8th 2026
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Text iz

o1 EVERY THREE years the OECD, a club mostly of rich countries, releases the results of in-
ternational school tests sat by 15-year-olds all across the world. There were reasons to hope
that the latest data, published on September 8th, would bring positive news. Marks in mathe-
matics, reading and science had collapsed in the previous round of testing, which was carried
out just after the pandemic. Policymakers dared hope that, with“’' the calamity'" well in the
past, grades might start to rebound"®.
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021 That is not what happened. On the contrary'®?, in rich countries—the primary focus of the
tests—scores have fallen further (see chart 1). In literacy', the decline is actually speeding
up. These data suggest“’” that there are long-running factors pushing down achievement in
schools, and that without swift correction, pupils’ abilities could yet plumb further depths'®.
Anyone who cares about the young of today—and the economies of tomorrow—ought to be
alarmed.

r031 The OECD’s project, known as PISA, takes a measure of young people’s aptitudes'® as they
approach the end of their compulsory’’’ school days. The number of school systems taking
part has expanded over the years: the latest tests were sat in all 38 OECD member-countries
and in 53 other places (many of them developing economies). The results are used to create
an international league table of sorts"%.

rro4) This year, as in almost every round since 2000, Asian school systems rule the roost'?. Chil-
dren in China—taking part for the first time since 2018—have wiped the floor with""® almost
everyone else (though scores there are skewed"'" because the tests are sat in only four rich
provinces). In science and maths they score 100 points above the average for OECD countries
(as a broad rule of thumb'"?, 20 points is considered to be about as much as an average pupil
gains in a full year of learning). Kids in Singapore, Macau, Taiwan and Japan follow behind.


https://www.economist.com/international/2026/09/08/are-teenagers-growing-dimmer
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rros) Estonia still looks the best school system in the West. Turkey is rising very fast. And there

25 is heartening”'® news for Britain, whose youngsters now rank inside the world’s top ten in all
three disciplines''“. Compared with three years ago, Britain has pushed up its science results
and held reading and mathematics broadly steady. That counts as''> a good result when many
others are heading down.
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ros] Yet zoom out“”, and the dominant story is of long-term decline. The average scores in

30 the 23 OECD-member countries that have taken part in every edition of PISA reached a peak
around 2012 and have been falling ever since. In both maths and reading, their 15-year-olds
are now testing at levels that might have been achieved“* by 14-year olds a decade ago (see
chart 2). Findings for America are clouded''® by low response rates, though the available data
suggest that in the latest testing round its scores in literacy have tumbled in line with""’” the

35 rich-world trend. Trends are a little less gloomy in developing countries, where achievement
is lower to begin with. But even in many of those places, scores in maths and reading are
heading down.

rro71 Children who were already among the poorest performers are falling even further behind.
Across education systems, the gap between low- and high-performing students is now the
40 largest ever recorded by PISA, in all the disciplines it tests. Some 20% of 15-year-olds in OECD
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countries are considered low performers in all three of reading, mathematics and science—
up from 16% when the tests were run four years ago. The OECD argues that these youngsters
will struggle to understand anything but the simplest texts“”, or to make sense of''® a utility
bill.

rog) What is causing this decline? The lingering"’"” impact of the pandemic doubtless has a
role. The youngsters who participated in this year’s PISA tests were about ten years old when
covid-19 hit; it is possible they were hurt more by the disruptions of that era than teenagers
who were further into their school careers.

rroo; The pandemic also created new problems that continue unchecked'?’. Rates of absence
remain much higher than before covid spread, for reasons that are much contested"*'. Across
rich countries about 15% of pupils miss at least a day of primary school every fortnight'*, up
from about 10% in 2019; absences are up in secondary schools, too. Missing even a few days
of lessons can have a big impact on grades.

Is our children learning?

r10; But falling scores will also intensify long-running worries about the impact of technology
on children’s learning—and on their reading skills in particular. Ubiquitous'”® phones and
widespread access to social media mean young people are getting less practice making sense
of complex texts, argues Andreas Schleicher, head of education at the OECD. He points to an in-
crease in the number of test-takers classed as “hasty’* readers” who blast briskly through the
literacy assessment while getting many of the answers wrong. Screens are clearly diverting'*
children from books: the number of nine-year-olds in America who say they read them for
pleasure has fallen from nearly 60% in the 1990s to 37% now. Declining literacy could well
be"“® dragging down"*® marks in other disciplines—because reading well is key to progressing
in subjects such as maths and science, too.

r11] Tackling these challenges requires first-rate policies in schools. But on a wide range of is-
sues, education ministries seem to be dropping the ball'*’. Mr Schleicher worries that schools
have become “complacent'”*” and that they are increasingly inclined to tell pupils and parents
that “mediocre"”” work is great”. He criticises overzealous’*” and haphazard”' use of educa-
tional software in classrooms, arguing in a guest essay for The Economist that pupils have too
often become “crash-test dummies” for unproven kit. Some data suggest that schools have
been allowed to grow rowdier'??. In one recent survey rich-world teachers reported that the
amount of time they spend simply keeping order is creeping up"*.

r121 PISA may itself share some blame for setting school reformers on a dodgy'** course. When
the tests were first carried out in 2000, Finland shocked the world by coming top of the ta-
ble. Policymakers who trekked to Helsinki for lessons returned with messages that teach-
ers in their home countries were only too happy“’’ to receive. Finland appeared to have
achieved striking results with only limited testing and inspections. Its educational establish-
ment espoused’® “play-based” learning, especially for younger children. It argued that teach-
ers should spend less time talking in front of blackboards and more time helping pupils work
things out"*® for themselves.
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r13] Yet since that first test almost no country has seen its scores fall as steeply as Finland
—a slide that continues in the latest results. Finland’s critics posit”?’ that the high marks
it achieved in 2000 in fact reflected old-fashioned educational approaches that were still
prevalent'*® in its schools well into the 1990s—and not the newer “progressive” policies for
which it became famous. If that is the case“’®, the error may have set dozens of school systems
off-course.

r14) What countries could serve as new models? Asian school systems have shared somewhat
in the declines recorded in recent years, but generally less than other rich places. The big gap
in scores between East and West suggests policies in East Asia deserve another look. Parents
there are fanatical’*® about schooling and often dig deep into their pockets for extra lessons.
Critics are right that such social factors are difficult to replicate’*°. But the region’s politicians
have made wise decisions, too. Asian countries are much less obsessed“’® than Western ones
with keeping classes small: they generally choose to have fewer teachers, whom they can pay
more and train more intensely. That seems to work better than adding ever more staff to
schools—the main way that America, in particular, has long tried to drive up scores.

rp151 Britain’s march up the rankings deserves more attention than it has received. Starting
some 15 years ago under a Conservative-led coalition government, school reformers in Eng-
land—by a long way the largest of the country’s four separate school systems—zigged when
much of the rest of the world zagged.

r16) The nation made its curriculums more fact-filled (some prefer to say “knowledge-rich”)
at a time when policymakers elsewhere had been waxing lyrical’*' about instilling"** vague
soft skills. It made exams more rigorous'*’, deprioritised coursework (on which it is easy
to cheat) and toughened inspections. Politicians also sought to steer schools away from"'°
newfangled'* styles of instruction that are fashionable but untested, and back towards meth-
ods that are more dyed-in-the-wool"*".

r171 That England’s policies“'" have had some protective effect on school marks is most evident
when comparing it with school systems just next door that have chosen a starkly different path.
Twenty years ago children in Scotland outperformed their peers south of the border. Now they
tend to do worse—even though school spending per pupil is much higher. Scotland’s critics
blame a modish"*° curriculum, as well as a lax"*’ approach to discipline. Covid or screens do
not explain the disparity’*, given that these scourges'** have affected all children in Britain
in a fairly similar way.

r18) Test scores are not the measure of a person, nor proof‘'” that they are destined for failure
or success. But good grades are highly predictive'*° of fatter earnings, better health and longer
lives, among a world of other benefits. At the national level, improvements in a country’s
braininess track closely with later economic growth; one analysis concludes that increasing
PISA test scores by 25 points could push up annual GDP growth in rich countries by half a
percentage point. There is not yet much evidence that artificial intelligence will reduce the
returns on a top-class education, but there are plenty of reasons to think the technology will
make mincemeat of”' the weakly skilled. Time for school-reformers to hit the books"*. W
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This is a useful rule of thumb, but it will not fit every case.
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Holding sales steady counts as an achievement in a shrinking market.
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Can you make sense of the instructions on this form?
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1E, fortnight 2=XFIBM“FE” , every fortnight REeiEp &R X,

Small problems can become serious if they continue unchecked.
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ubiquitous RRJ/LFEEE , FEEH widespread access — iR X FIF1BE, hasty readers
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k. TEHAMIAS YIREE ; while getting...FAIEHEIRE S, divert A from B 2IBAMBAL 5]
7f. theyread them I they $¥§/1% JLE , them #§ books , NEEIRFEF WL,

Notifications diverted her attention from the article.
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12 FiZEEN T L SHEREhFER

P10 V26 K06
HEBHZIEERG , BEFIHFEZIEMIEATME , AFERBMIZ TR EEREMER, X
EREFTCIERNG , ENHSESERECEKIELEREIE, HERE/RIWEIKA argues 51H ; RN
M{E& A could well JICAHERT, HIERAIUE“XEIARFAIZFEFRAIEZMEMME” , TNER K
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Poor communication can drag down the performance of an otherwise capable team.
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%, mediocre work is great #i# 5|5 , RERE/RMTEZRITEHIFHIRIE, overzealous 1§
#I5EE |, haphazard #8fR=1t%l , FWiAHEHIFER . crash-test dummies [F38/5 4 iE iR I8
FRRBA  BATEE , L LERERZSEIENZRAIREREE ; kit EXBZERENLE , 888
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We dropped the ball by failing to check whether the materials had arrived.
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14 BEMF : disciplineME_EEE
P11 P17 V14 V32 V33 V47
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FHF | LK rowdier RRFZENE, creep up SEEERFEIEM , FIBEREUTAREFFF 6T
8], FBESEIEINASTFEENIERERE T 25N 5L, lax approach 2EIEFTMEIAWEE , St
WEK ; ERAENILEABIIEM,

The time spent on routine administration has been creeping up.

EHEITHES LA E —EEIEEIEN,
15 F=%F : MRSS , RPN TER
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FIRTIREILERTIR , R IR PIEETMERIANAEEL,

Students should have time to work the problem out for themselves.
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fact-filled 5 knowledge-rich #EIANIRAE , BrIETSHILABIEHER  FEEFEELEEY
ELEEIBANBAEREBEIR, wax lyrical about R/RNIEHM , XHF1 vague soft skills 848 , &
HIEREES ; soft skills 357838, SEFIEMAERMIREEN , IBRFERJEBMKATZ , FIEIEA
B EETL A, newfangled, fashionable but untested H %% E , dyed-in-the-wool REFH
ESRRAFTENIA , LEBEEEERNBERE.
19 curriculum, coursework5inspections
P16 V42 V43
curriculum (iR R ) BERBMT LA RMALELAT , AR —TIFMNIER. coursework (iRFE1E
Al ) EEHEE ST T AT ANTEMAELEIRE , 54—E&iX4E%, deprioritise RRFFKME
REDNE , AR2EMEEUE ; toughen inspections M2 MBEERES , RETFMANZEESE, instil
BEEE instil something in somebody , BRI SRR S EFELR,

The course aims to instil confidence in new speakers.

X[ TREEZRTIERYZEHENED,
20 RIE=55H18= | KREHER , FEEHBREMERE
P17 V46 V47 V48 V49 K11
south of the border #EH 8 =RIAERIE =, FERARSANZHANRBERMAINE , THBRA
BLEREZ LV EEBXRI’MWICIE, modish, lax, scourges #HEE TN R , HHiREMLEM
#I3EFScotland’s critics, given that RR“EEE] / BEA” , 5| HEEHIRER SRR X —BREMNIE
B, BEUREAFCFTSHZEMWT2EE , BREMIIIRAIRE. BD. KEESRFEEMIER,
21 ZFERMFXEEN | AESH B ABUERAE
P18 V50 V51 V52 K12
not..nor.. . e BEDHEX NN E“DBRE®IZ” , But [EERIAINEXEX, predictive of 2EET
FiMl , track closely with 2 Rt T, ZEARXSEHAZFT T TIRERIEA, GDPIEKNERAH
one analysis concludes 5|t , XA could fRZE ; half a percentage point [Zi¥0.51 B % =, make
mincemeat of F“MAAE"IEZILEME R EEHEFHEFIRER P E. hit the books AIFINEIEH , AE
FRPEEZ L, MR KRMAEHFIEE. MR,
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22 BRIEERR | 8%, B BRERR

P02 P06 P10 P13 P17 P18

EXATERNY  F— , PRIBXKOERIFRMBEARTRARKIATE ) 2, &5, BRIRMEIZIIR
REAERXOERE  B= , FEMITRERY , ARODRINRB=[HEREER , M, "A5L2
FEENAMARERAMESKE. REFEE—PRERSD , TWEERNNEERE, IFHREE
MERREBEEES, TR, BERIERIIERERE,

ABIRRBRIRRAIG AEZEG .,

Key structures xgqi

kKo1-Po1 with + Zif + }BiE : RRNE|US
Policymakers dared hope that, with the calamity well in the past, grades might start to rebound.
Bain, RREIEEFEMS DA , ARRBEXaIKEEEILERKA, £F R Policymakers dared
hope that grades might start to rebound, with 5|HEVERS H@7E that AAH , A the calamity fEB
CHIZ4EE1E , well in the past HEBAIERMM VIR ; well 1IEE“BLTEZERBR” , RE2BREL,
EMEMFIHARENESR , EEERRXAERIEIR. dared hope &% to, FHECTHE—<%H
L7 EIK,

With the main road closed, deliveries may take longer.

BFETFEXA , XL REFEE KATE],
ko2-Po2 suggest that ... and that ... : FEFFUFIER
These data suggest that there are long-running factors pushing down achievement in schools, and
that without swift correction, pupils’ abilities could yet plumb further depths.
F &) & These data suggest , [FEAMNFHIIM that NG . —REEANBRMSHKEES ;, _2UX
RBRLAIE , BE O] BELE L R P&, 3B — N MBI pushing down achievement {&4f factors , HEF
factors that are pushing down achievement, 54 that ~X235| A factors FIEE ; B FIBFERS
suggest FRE , NELIEEESHEMENAR, could yet R“NHERIEE” , MARELR”,

The results suggest that demand is weakening and that prices may fall further.

HERRER , BKREREES , MNIEFIEE— 5 FBE,

ko3-Po6 #ifER + and : — I MERE
Yet zoom out, and the dominant story is of long-term decline.
zoom out [RIFIRAHANE , XEERIZEY AMECE, rIFRIIFHE. REFKRI , FELZED
KERKHERE, EARMES , F2BIEER”, 7B If you zoom out, you will see that..., &
] the dominant story is of long-term decline F of 5|HHEEAZR , F3E story BSE T4,

Look beyond the headline, and the picture becomes more complicated.

AMARABRE , FERMBERAEESR,

12
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ko4-Po6 might have been + X ZE 4517 : FiT X FTREKFRIHEN
In both maths and reading, their 15-year-olds are now testing at levels that might have been
achieved by 14-year olds a decade ago (see chart 2).
F F & their 15-year-olds are now testing at levels , that ) &1 {& {fi levels, might RREEH#E
M , have been achieved EAEXMNKFERE T E , FEBWNEH ; by 14-year olds FEiAF|
ZKERA, FERIESTISSZEENRI , 5TFER4S ZERRARAVKTLR, XERRHER
BEMBIZNRMEI MRS , RBENEEH,

The task is now completed in an hour; a speed that might have been achieved only by experts

ten years ago.

MERXPUES —/\BFEETT , T+ FRIEER BT RA ARSI HFINRE,
kos-po7 anything but : ZEAGH , but RaR“BR...... 25
The OECD argues that these youngsters will struggle to understand anything but the simplest texts,
or to make sense of a utility bill.
struggle to FEE AN HIMAREDR : to understand... # to make sense of..., EHE —NEIE
8 , anything but the simplest texts R“FR&E 2 X AIVEFRINAE” , FTABIRRHERNN
RFMEAIERR”, ANENWER She is anything but careless F“4 RO HIEEILE, utility bill 2
K, B, MSSLASBWIKE ; IR ERRENANESFMAELE,

Without the key, we could not open anything but the smallest drawer.

BB , BART ROWHRE , Bt AT,

ko6-P10 could well be doing : RFJREIEZE......
Declining literacy could well be dragging down marks in other disciplines—because reading well is
key to progressing in subjects such as maths and science, too.
could well TEIXENsaF]gEME , BAEEE TRErIge” , BRI ESLAEE, be dragging down
RETHEN  RAFMeJEERERE. WTSEALIER : FIZFEMTHEMZERED. be key to
to 7718 , FrA#Z progressing iIX##8 -ing o, ANEIEDZEVRZEMAEEERSM A TEE®R
IEBRR M F FREHERE",

The new timetable could well be increasing pressure on younger pupils.

MRARMBATREIEELRESF EEINE .,
ko7-P12 only too + REXEHF : FEEE
Policymakers who trekked to Helsinki for lessons returned with messages that teachers in their
home countries were only too happy to receive.
* F 2 Policymakers returned with messages, who trekked... {E{fI R HIEZ ; that teachers...
were only too happy to receive {&{f messages , messages [Eff 2 receive BJEiE, only too happy
BTHHRE” , AT too happy to do FI“E4EA T, teachers in their home countries 351X LE
HERHEEARNRD ; FERTR , IELRBHES T MBI,

I would be only too happy to read your draft before Friday.

HEE REERAIE—IRRIIER,
kos-pP13 If that is the case, ... may have ... : &£ (LHERRITxR
If that is the case, the error may have set dozens of school systems off-course.
that 5T AL TE R HRIRREE | 5=2000FMS 7 I 8RB AN B, E& may have set RIRIWE
ZEENZMIEREN |, set BT ED AR set, off-course RRREAE, WNRFHIRARMI , FEIES
¥t FEEM, ANEE if S1F since KiF , BAEIL may have 5 EZWIEMIEREL,

If that is the case, the survey may have understated the problem.

WNSREESCUNLE |, BRI E BT e {4 T ol &,
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Ko9-P14 less... than ... with ... : %3RFIETIER
Asian countries are much less obsessed than Western ones with keeping classes small: they gener-
ally choose to have fewer teachers, whom they can pay more and train more intensely.
EhfiZ5M 2 Asian countries are less obsessed with keeping classes small ; than Western ones #
£ obsessed 5 with Z[8] , FISRLAH LT &K |, ones X35 countries, much {&ifLL4EE less , TR
BEEERZ, ESEFERERE  BEERLVHAN , ENRESEMABEEHINEE, whom 5|S
#NFE1%BE |, 8 fewer teachers , #7E pay # train [F/EFEIE,

This team is less concerned than its rivals with winning publicity.

5R%FNFMEL , IRANRERLEEHEERE,

K10-P16 steer A away from B and towards C : \—Fh 455 55—
Politicians also sought to steer schools away from newfangled styles of instruction that are fash-
ionable but untested, and back towards methods that are more dyed-in-the-wool.
& F 2 Politicians sought to steer schools : ftfiliXEI5| ¥ &K, away from #1 back towards 2
#3751 , AR schools , B2 newfangled styles , C& methods, &4 that &5 BI{E1H styles 0
methods , IEEL“NEANRECE” , BEEL“EHER”, sought to RIRBHXEE , NMRIEFT
BERET2EEM,
The workshop steers students away from memorising isolated rules and towards using lan-
guage in context.

KR TESHEISZ2E R M ERN |, e ERFERIES.
K11-P17 That NAEEIE : BEEFREIENR
That England’s policies have had some protective effect on school marks is most evident when com-
paring it with school systems just next door that have chosen a starkly different path.
M A That England’s policies have had some protective effect on school marks B{&{EEXiE , £9
BIBR is , most evident %18, AH That [iEEMNG , NiEFR“FBA”, BEEH when comparing...
B]@FF 5 when we compare... , it ¥EHME= ; just next door ZHBIELLM , that have chosen... {&1f
BEHE K ZR, have had some protective effect EELLLRBIFIRT |, “B—ERIPER " RAETF MR
BHLETFRE”,
That practice improves fluency is most evident when we compare the two recordings.
SEEMERR SR , REEBHGIRF TIRAE,
K12-P18 not ..., nor ... : BEMNZ TSI
Test scores are not the measure of a person, nor proof that they are destined for failure or success.
Test scores @F1E , are EHEZzNiA ; [FEHFIEE the measure of a person # proof that..., nor
FEREEIRT are , RANEERENAMNEIR, HXSR nor are they proof... , A HIM“RifidareE
FEiEtheyri”#9Fk, proof 58 that MEJIRZBBIUEBRRIAZS |, they TEIZMN B E[EI$E;Z3EHY a person ,
BT R they BRAE , MAR RS BUEEMINT KM,
A single interview is not a complete assessment, nor a guarantee of future performance.
—REAARTETE , B RERIERRRINL.
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Exercises #1551k
SEMNFE BN PRER ; IBERT0] AERAPEHRIE,
Listening | W15

FBELF , IDRENER  BRESR  FERENANRE ; (FEEFNAIBRSE. FEN
82P6. P10, P135P18 , BERNAHE AT,

Comprehension Ef#5 ¥k

APXEHRIEFREDOE | FREXORESER. WA KFIEEHERT,
C1 Why does the writer look beyond the pandemic when explaining the decline?

C2 Did Britain improve in all three subjects? Explain why the writer still calls its performance
a good result.

C3 What two cautions does the article give about interpreting the results for China and Amer-
ica?

C4 Why does the Finland discussion end with “If that is the case”?
C5 What does the East Asian example suggest about teacher policy?

C6 What role does Scotland play in the argument, and what does the comparison leave unre-
solved?

C7 The title proves that teenagers’ intelligence is declining. Is this a sound reading?

C8 How does the final paragraph balance a warning against its qualification about test scores?

Vocabulary iaCizA
RiEdETMAEF , SIERA—RX , RERNKREER. UTHEREIERE,

rebound - on the contrary - rule of thumb - count as - in line with - make sense of - divert ... from ... - drag down
- drop the ball - work out

V1 Visitor numbers fell last year, but they have begunto______this spring.
V2 The new process is not quicker. _____, it takes twice as long.

V3 Asarough___ ,allow ten minutes to check each page.

V4 In these difficult conditions, finishing on time ______ a success.

V5 The findings are broadly the earlier survey.

15
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V6 I can read the individual words, but I cannot the paragraph.
V7 The constant alerts her attention the report yesterday.
V8 Repeated equipment failures could the team’s results.

V9 We when we forgot to send the final instructions.

V10 Tryto the answer for yourself before opening the key.

Key Structures #&iF%

RRRRESHIZE , REERNEBMFEEEE,
K1 Hwith#5# &% : The library was closed. Students had to find another place to study.

K2 HsuggestRkAMhat\GRIA : “BURRRIEREARS , MBEEWATREEHERRE, ”

K3 A#rfER+andi45 : If you compare the two samples, you will notice a difference.

K4 Fimight have beeniEf : “XIRE ] R ER—F MY, ~

K5 #}Ji% : After the outage, we could not access anything but the simplest functions.

K6 Hcould well be doing®RiA : “3BEREIRRAI GEIEME R AMERENZR, ~

K7 Fonly too happyt4E : I would be very willing to explain the figures.

K8 HiIf that is the caseflmay haveZRiA : “UNRAASLUNLL , FHATTEERMAE TRHA, ”

K9 1&E AFLEMFHEiZ | The new director is less concerned than her predecessor with short-
term publicity.

K10 Fisteer ... away from ... and towards ... &KX : ‘X[ JiR5| SEZENBEREANEIERE,

K11 #Fthatl)ABIME R E : We can see most clearly that practice helps when we compare the
two recordings.

K12 Hnot ..., nor .. JB@ MR iAMFIBFS H - The certificate is not a complete assessment. It is
not a guarantee of success.
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Reading The Numbers ig#Egz5ttgnZ
FTRAMRIEXAHIBIE | THMERREERITER EF5,

EBiRE#EE BREE RRFR{E
OECD 155 %4 , =fFl2MRRIM 16% £920%
BEMEFRNEE , BRAZELVBHIF—X 20195£910% £915%
EENTILE , AFREBIEH 1990FXi60% 37%

D1 16%FZE20% , BIEMTZLAMED R ? BIERE SV ?

D2 PI1OFTIRIE60%FEE37% , At ARESM IEH T E23IMETR"?

D3 1BIRIRTE : FGDPIEKEFEH2%, Hieshalf a percentage point , FEKEEZ 1 ?
Summary & Composition #EE, Fit583)

WELM , TEEOLE kM, AEIEXE PRIV EIESEILIE,

W1 F120-150M RG] EEX , B2 RES. TERE. BRIERMEREHER.

W2 5180-220ia%3XiFif : Should schools restrict digital tools to improve learning? ¥*BB3I17 ,
BRE—ANE, BN— MRNEL , FRH DG,

W3 FLifix , B—9#E% : What should a school reformer learn from this article? JxHEBE
H3MZOLDRIAFN I MEIEFIBT A,
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Translation &£&i%3¢

P01 SE=F K6 ZF5E5%RBHALE (OECD) IMMAKRSHEBERNAELR , BELH—IEFF
ZRMFHLER , SMNENRURSN15E5 24, AMBEREF , I9B8E A HNERHBIESTR
FHE, E—RNMTERBENEREHT , SRHE, HZMBERSXKETE, HREHIEEEERT
HiF  BEATIA KRBT E , ESIFSFREH.

P02 A, BREHFLEXIHLRE. BEER , AEXLENFEFEXINEVER , 8 E—STHT
(NEREEL), EREERAE , FTHREZEEEINE XILERERT , FE—EKBPER , EEH
REROFEIIMS ; MRATRLIE , ZEMBENNETEBRZEERKE, FAXOLESERAMREKEK
LKA |, BRI LB NS,

P03 OECDEINEA“EFRFLEWEIB” (PISA) FMTE , EFEAMNRFERNSHEMERER , &8
ftA8EE N, XEER , SENBERAKERIGIN | & —LNIFEES T 2381 0OECDA R E MU
RHIN3NMT , ERIFSBETARBPELFIK, XLELE R ARESEMERRHETIE,

P04 SES52000FLARLFEF—RME—# , INBERRAET SBEANEMA, FPEFEB2018F AR
BXREN , REHEE S LFEREEMSNE ; g , BFIERENNEHREMNHT , PRSI
AeEERMELER R, HMNERZNHFESEMNES , LLOECDERM K ESH 1005 ; HESH
W, 200N RS TFEBEZETEZ S —FMEEHNHT, K, B, 8EMBANEEER
EE,

P05 EILVEIBERNERAARIKRHFNBERZ, tEEHIEERREHT, REHERTSARETH
HE  HEEAE2T=1EZHPYERStRai+. S=FFiMEtL , RENBZEMSRS T |, [HiEFEK
FRSEMNRBRIFRAE, EFSEMMAMES NEN , SMERTRENER,

P06 A, BABHNERE, RETENVESMEKETE, EF — LPISANIFFES M
FI23/NOECDRL R E , EF9 5 E2012F 51 FAEIEE , LLEE—E T, ERFEMAEHAE ,
XLEERISSFABRIFMRKKE , FIFRBEHF+FRILS ZEFTEEARIRIKE (NEREE2),
ZEMEREAONEREMEEAR/EE , AT, WERIBRETR , ERF—EBNTEHF , HAZEFES
tHEEERERNLFRERRETY, EERFERMNEBEMSERLSANER , BEZIRMWAKRT
BiR, Am , BMEEXLES | FSERNBFNRIEM S BEER.

P07 MEFEAMETFRURZH#HANZ T, NSERSERT, AZBERZY , BRIESRK
MEEZEMEE , HPISAMFMFAEZERF , BIAZFIERUKRHRKKFE, OECDEFRH , X
£920%M155 FAEEHIE, HENHZ= L2BETRRIE , S THFEFNFEAEI16%, OECDIA
R XEFRARTREREMONXAUN , BREMNXATSEEE  EETEENE—KKBRELESE
MMk,

P08 RA4ERM TIXMTE ? BEBRHEESHEMLRESE —EFEH, SIS EPISANMIFHNERALE
FERERAN KN TS ; B—EEHNHRE R , WG ETRERXTHNIRLE YN EREANESFES)
MERRIB L FHHE,

P09 BREALFET —LHEBE, MEXLLBESNHAIZEES, RFEXRAZSTRIBEEEZ
g, EFFRERA, MR K, EEBER , KYI5%MNZEEHEAZLVRIE—X , TF20195F1
£910% ; PEERFIRE A WAL, WERERILKIR , e]8EN S~ £ R K220,

BAWBRFEEIG ?

P10 A, B TEBIMBAIAMNKEUARTEAZMILEZS , LERZMEIZEDIE
. OECDEBE AR ALERLETMERE/RIAND , TRAENFNMZATROARER , FF2
ABEBE X ANGI) MR, thigd , WIARERFZE " WSNEEALGTEN : thi] iRt
HWEEIZNE , BB TIFSE. FREALEEE/ILENEIENNBERLSIF  REAZILEHR , B
AT REBMIZBRILLS] , EM20HLLI0OFKANE60%FEEMSHIZ7%, HILAEN TR EERE
fFERIRS , A RIFNEIZET] , BRBFNHFSFRZINGH IR,
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P11 N3RS , FEFREITRNEK. Am, EFSE@ L, SEREMRTUFEHLIER
AHEE ERERELD , FREZLVEER , ARUREMEITEFZENRK | “TEHFILBR
%, "t FRE LS TRR. XRZEFZFEMERBBERG , HEN (BFFAN) BEN-—REEXE
P , FEARSHHMERM T RFWIEMIREFRAMRENRERAN7, —EBIRRR  FRATERBIE
LREMWE, KF, ERE—XAER , EMEROEBITRT , bI1UXAETHSIRF R EFER
AE 0,

P12 PISAESHAIREN = HIBFRIAEESIAARFIFEMAE , RKIE—IHRE. 2000FEXFRIX
MWiTh , =B ELHFEE , BRTHR, EHRFERZNBRAES , F#@ 7T —EXAERF T2 K=
FEIMEZL, S=UFESTNESRIONEBELT , MBS TEZEMS. S=HBERESUNEXAHE
W7EYES) , LEEKMEE)LERARXMARN, WBI1IAN , BB %D LR EIEERRAHE 2
fELehd B FBNF £ B SRR R,

P13 A , BEXKMEUR , LFEEBIMERNS B TESES=IHIR , MEXM TEERH
SERPNHELZL, F=MMFERDL , 2000F0ENES , KMFLRBNZEFRERI20ELI0FNR
BE—ERBNAEERBWERHBE AN  MEEREEFZIBENIHNES TR, WRAE
gt , XFRFIEERIEIL T BBRRTER T,

P14 WPLEZKEICAR O FAIER ? N B ARRELFN SR TERBRE T —EM , EEKEE
INFHMERHX, RAEHBZEEXNDIREERE , RIMNBERRESEHHFEM, BERHRKIZ
FHZAURARA , MBEEATIMRIEHEREZR, MTEGR  SEHSEREUSS , X—x[2W
B, EZBXHERFIEERFL T —LAEWRE, SHAEXRMAL , TMEZLEEMANE TR
MNERAR el TEEEFERARLVNA , ATe] AT ESHHRM , AREERSHEIN, XFHEE
UFEEREIBMNFERBIMLERN , BELHEREZE KUK LB RSMHENEEDE,

P15 ZREHBAE LA , BNEILEERMESHXE, AYI5FER , £— THFRTEASHERSHE
PMIELEAE] , RB=MFRIEEARRAS TR LTS A RNEERE | ZE=tR1ZE N7
HERRATIREET T —1

P16 RIBF=ILIRIEEAEFSFIXMNIR , BEAEBEMZ AMMIRFEER"RIE | MAER—IIH , Hits
WA RERGIEE - EERBRNRFEEMEMINRE, RE=RSTEUNTHRERE , BETE
FHRIZFUMEZRMY , RAXMELRESER , BiNETFRES, BREIEELAESISFR,
EERBLNENRERBIFMTHFEAN , ENRRAENERNBFSE

P17 ERIE=5EMILE LEATRERNHABFRRABLRN , REFHERRNFERMSEERT
—EXRIPER, T80, HR=ZJLENRAATARUBNEREIRA, NS, thHRAEEEE , R
ERRFERGNERYEXLESES., HE=NHITERLIIETEZMERIRIE | URFEMRRIL
BEEE, FEAN , TERBERRERTEMRIMERE , AAHXERBNKERE/LENFINES
1L,

P18 EHIXDBAREE T ANE—RE , U AEIERMEE LMD, N, IS EETs4 8
MMESHRA, BEFHNREINANERNSG , MRIFSEMEL, EEXER , ERINFIEEI
RESWEMEFIBKBEEX ; —M2MiAk , PISARBIES255 , FleEiLEHERNWFEGDPIE
KERES0SMESTR. BRIERESVIEERE , ATERSBFRARKAENER , EERDERIA
R, BMEAFILREEFEERNE &, FROEEZIFFMINRT,
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Reference answers %25
AR RAARRRR ; 2SR, IEHEFIFIREE,
R[4 =)

ERIBESHA

A ERELRE—FiE, B—MBERKMBEENITEOR , BTRRIR, 72, BIDNREFH.
RUE—Me] B , EAEERIED B TRERTENTE,
EFEBRERERFZWRIAKIATE , RRABAKAE—LFE, RRTEEBEEEZMW, RIR &
FHOLEHEERAE. BRMRERFOE, BRSBEFRLISEE=, REFETICKmIight, could
well, critics posit, If thatis the case, one analysis concludes,

Comprehension 225 HHEsE

C1 P02 P06 P08

Scores continued to fall after the immediate crisis, and the long-term trend had begun before the
pandemic.

ﬁ??‘a‘&iﬁﬁﬂjiﬁ'ﬁﬁ,ﬂ.ﬁﬁﬁﬁ ; PEREIE23EHF AE2012FRIE M. ZEFNAIEER , ERNEURRITASIKIIE
C2 PO05V15

No. Science improved, while reading and mathematics remained broadly steady. Stability can
count as a good result when other systems are declining.

AEEBHE LASH2TR BRSNS BE EF, relative ranking@4E3HER |, raw scores@LFR5 $4,

C3 P04 P06 V11 V16

China’s results cover only four rich provinces; low response rates make the American results less
certain.

FEMEARFANKTE , ZENEBARLNAE, ERERENBIE—EER B TENEER",

C4 P12 P13 K08

The explanation that older teaching methods produced the early high scores is a claim made by
critics. The alleged effect on other school systems depends on that claim being right.

iffREBATER , posithRBANML=KIR , may havefR B T Z/ERIVEN, XLEFRENEMNBER—EME.

C5 P14 K09

The writer favours considering teacher pay and training, instead of assuming that smaller classes
or more staff will necessarily improve results.

FEETCHRAFMNFIE , ARIEARRLRET, XHRHRKAKEHRBEMSIEEH,

C6 P17Ki1

Scotland provides a nearby contrast to England, suggesting that policy differences may matter.
The comparison does not isolate the separate effects of curriculum, discipline, teachers or family
background.

HEHEEAAHEREBNERIMERNEMBRER | ERENMEANE T BRI,

C7 P18

No. The evidence concerns measured academic performance. The provocative title raises a

question that the scores alone cannot settle.
RN, NN, BREN. ANNME ZEIREERESSHR], RERTIABRTADERENAGIE,
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C8 P18K12

It says scores do not define a person or guarantee a destiny, but argues that educational achieve-
ment is strongly associated with valuable personal and economic outcomes.
BEREBFMMREILSMENE , BREM D HRELE XN HBEHRIEMIN,

Vocabulary @iCzR%ER

V1l V02
rebound
have begun to/S FaliARH ; reboundi@if N gz EEIFH,
V2 V03

On the contrary
FREERKER, A EHSELERA—HE.

V3 V12

rule of thumb

ZWEGTLHES |, EREBARIL,

V4 V15

counts as

FIER B H-ingi5iEfinishing on time , —HRIER Hcounts,
V5 V17

in line with

be in line with®RRmRAK— , NMRIEFTBEERERE,
V6 V18

make sense of

HIAIEREARR , MANEPHARIE,

V7 V25

diverted; from
T EEERMdiverted ; EEEE divert A from B,

V8 V26

drag down
couldi=AIRR ; LtAtigie RRIUL,

V9 V27

dropped the ball

forgotfa tHid ERFIEIR ; ZSERIALIFEXIR,
V10 V36

work out
SEE ) Jywork out the answer ; HF]i#work the answer out , BB FELBETFEEENME , ELtkiEwork out,

Key Structures @aiFBEs

K1 KO1

With the library closed, students had to find another place to study.
closedifBAthe libraryfIR7 ; tha] FAWith the library being closed,{BE &892 E=],
K2 KO02

The data suggest that demand is weakening and that firms may delay investment.
REE _IKImay ; AeI{ERMINEBCYALMESSE, demand is fallingF SIERIA RIS,
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K3 KO3

Compare the two samples, and you will notice a difference.
BIFERRENTH , FHLEHFTMTER,

K4 K04

The painting might have been completed in the same year.

T AR R REE A A might have been completed ; was completed &k EARTHE .

K5 KO5

Filzla , BFABRT RERAIINEE , EthINEeaEiLTiEER,

butZEIERRFRIN , NEEFR“BATENERERRERAINEE,

K6 KO06

Traffic delays could well be affecting absence rates.
affecting®R/R o] BEIE7E & LEHUSZAN ; rates of absenceE#aJ#E% , FEMihas proved,
K7 KO7

I would be only too happy to explain the figures.

RIXEERE ; N2too happy to[FIEBEL R,

K8 KO8

If that is the case, we may have underestimated the cost.

may have Hid# ZHERANEL LA TTHAIHEN ; coststir[ S,

K9 KO09

The new director is less concerned with short-term publicity than her predecessor. i+ &2 EH]
EBLESERELEWUR.

concerned withZEE f4EC ; than5|HEHEXMEERIR , ARRHEEE L XIOAIE.
K10 K10

The course steers students away from guessing answers and towards checking evidence.
from#towards&2N1d , [Fi%-ing ; towardiX —LAth B[,

K11 Ki1

That practice helps is most evident when we compare the two recordings.

That practice helpsB{A{EEIE , NeeE Rk That practice help, =3 That practice helps becomes clearest...ZE
AKX,

K12 Ki2

The certificate is not a complete assessment, nor a guarantee of success.
A Snor is it a guarantee of success , ItINE+BEEERS T ; ZEMBREIIFXMNEBEARE,

Reading The Numbers gz 5t 02 5&%

D1 P07

IBINANE S = BXIENER25%,

20-16=41ME 59 = ; (20-16)+16=25%, FENDBFRARE,

D2 P10

s Enearly 60% , FAEFEH60% ; JLARALITHE23MNE D 2.
TERBHAREENS)LE. BIrREMAREIZBIILLS ; e E5 L ENEHFIEE,
D3 P18

2.5%,
RE0.51MNBE 57 RE2%+0.5%=2.5%, XRABIBMBMIEER , AEME—EXRAIFUN,
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Summary & Composition HE, Wit5E3I&%E

W1 P02P06 P10 P13 P17 P18

International test results suggest that academic performance in rich countries is continuing to
decline, especially in reading, while gaps between stronger and weaker pupils are widening. The
pandemic and persistent absence may explain part of the problem, but the article also raises con-
cerns about digital distraction, weak reading habits and misguided school policies. It questions
whether reformers correctly understood Finland’s early success and points instead to teacher
quality in East Asia and more demanding policies in England. However, differences in samples
and the uncertainty of some explanations require caution. The writer concludes that test scores
do not define individuals, yet strong educational achievement is associated with important per-
sonal and economic benefits. Improving schools therefore remains urgent, even as artificial
intelligence changes the value of different skills.

NEBEMNES ; IAEE MERMMF, FEMsuggest, may, questionsZHiaiZHEE, & IiRE : Phones have
proved that teenagers are less intelligent. ®]c&3The article links digital distraction to weaker reading, while
recognising that several factors may be involved.

W2 P10P11 P14 P17 P18

Schools should protect time for sustained reading, but a blanket rejection of technology would
be a poor response to falling test scores. The important question is how each tool changes what
pupils actually do.

A device can make reference materials accessible and give useful feedback. Yet it can also encour-
age students to skim, copy answers or switch constantly between tasks. Schools should therefore
introduce educational software only when they can explain its purpose and evaluate whether
pupils understand more as a result. Reading a long text carefully should remain a regular activ-
ity, rather than something crowded out by attractive screens.

At the same time, school leaders should avoid treating one international ranking as a complete
guide to reform. Strong results may reflect family support, earlier policies or the particular stu-
dents included in a test. Teacher preparation, attendance and classroom order deserve attention
alongside curriculum design.

A sensible reform would begin with a clear problem, set a small number of learning goals and
examine progress over time. Test scores would provide useful evidence, but so would pupils’
explanations and their ability to apply knowledge. Technology should serve those aims, and

teachers should have the training and time needed to judge whether it does.

AILASZHERRE] , W] AERBRAER, EXEXSTEAESERANR  BIE TG SHRIERENER , &E
LU ENNER. BE  EEEERIE  EELRINZANTL | EEBRICHXBXRMELERIER ; RE4%4
HE[HEITE, EFEDERGEX,

W3 V12 V15 V18 K06
] B4 = = OiA : look beyond rankings ; check the evidence behind popular reforms ; protect
basic reading and teaching quality, Z1E#I¥i/~f : Digital distraction could well be weakening

reading habits, but the size of its effect remains uncertain.
FIAEAAREIEE, RAERH. EXDBEXSHMNE  XAKERTEREMERPEMcount as, make sense
offlirule of thumb , AR EASTFE N,
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