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Meta’s blockbuster trial draws parallels to big
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But investors aren’t panicking yet
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Text iz

ro1] IN EARLY OCTOBER a sequel to “The Social Network”, a film about Mark Zuckerberg’s
founding of Facebook, is scheduled for release.”’’ Called “The Social Reckoning”, it will drama-
tise the role of whistleblowers who alleged that the tech giant hid the fact that its products
were harmful."??V93V9#*9 Some of the characters involved will take part in a no less vivid drama
involving Facebook, Instagram and their parent company, Meta, in a federal courtroom in
Oakland, California. Oral arguments started on August 18th. Reckoning or not, the trial may
be a blockbuster."”

BRI L=EBNEmLR,

rro2) California, Colorado, Kentucky and New Jersey are leading a group of 29 states that are
suing Meta over allegations that its platforms developed features harmful to children, and
that it violated their privacy."*“°* In opening arguments, Megan O’Neill, a deputy attorney-
general for California, said that Meta’s business model was to “hook the users, hold them for
aslong as they can, harvest their data and then hide the truth from the public.”"°”°¢ Rob Bonta,
California’s attorney-general, has described the case as Meta’s “tobacco moment”, likening the
firm’s alleged deceptions to those that led to huge payouts by tobacco firms in the 1990s./%°""°

rro3] Paul Schmidt, a lawyer for Meta, told jurors that the company took its responsibility to
young users seriously, adding that there was no clear link between youngsters’ social-media
use and ill health.""" Meta is expected to fight efforts by the plaintiffs to turn the trial into a
referendum on the impact of social media on children, focusing instead on the narrow legal
issues in dispute.’'?V"?V14K%3 Its lawyers have asked why it is being singled out, when youngsters’
use of YouTube, owned by Google, and TikTok, created by China’s ByteDance, is even higher
than it is of Instagram.""

o4 Alot is at stake.'”® In a similar case brought by the government of New Mexico, a judge this
month ordered Meta to pay almost $950m in penalties.”’” The four states acting as plaintiffs
in Oakland appear to be seeking more than 200 times as much if Meta loses the case, putting
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their estimate at $193bn—roughly equivalent to the firm’s revenue in 2025. If that were a
benchmark for other states, it would devastate Meta."'8V19K04

ros) Whether it comes to that is another matter, though.”> In emotive language, Ms O’Neill
alleged that Meta particularly targeted young children."” She frequently used the word
“hooked”. But unlike a trial in Los Angeles in March, in which Meta and Google, were obliged
to pay damages to a 20-year-old harmed by spending much of her life on social media, the
Oakland case is not focused on addiction."?'V*?

rros] Instead it is what one of the attorneys-general calls “the largest consumer-protection law-
suit in American history”.“°® Vincent Joralemon, of the University of California’s Berkeley Cen-
tre for Law & Technology, says the big question is whether or not Meta deceived the public
about the impact of its products. That is similar to the tobacco cases. It also means whistle-
blower testimony is likely to be more relevant than thorny psychological debates about addic-
tion, reckons Mr Joralemon."?*">*

ro71 Meta’s investors tend to think that the burden of proof on the deception charges is “quite
high”, says Gil Luria of D.A. Davidson, an investment bank.’*> Litigation risk has weighed
on Meta’s valuation, contributing to an earnings ratio that is lower than those of its big-tech
peers.’”**” But rather than fearing a giant payout, shareholders worry more about remedial
changes that the prosecutors may seek if Meta loses in court, according to Mr Luria.’”?’“° Those
include changes to features Meta, Google and TikTok use to keep user engagement high, such
as “infinite scroll”, which continuously loads new posts.’** “If we didn’t have infinite scroll,
we wouldn’t have as many ads,” Mr Luria says.

rros) Even if Meta loses, it has scope for appeal.’”’ It could, for instance, do so on the grounds
that it is protected by Section 230 of the Communications Act, which safeguards internet plat-
forms from legal liability for content posted by third parties.’”*°V*'*% It sought to use that ar-
gument to halt the Oakland trial before it started, but the judge ruled that the appeal was
premature.’*

rroo] Public concern in America about the impact of social media on children is high, and being
dragged through the courts may not help Meta’s image with parents. In order to head off simi-
lar worries about AL on August 18th OpenAl launched ChatGPT for Teens, which strengthens
guardrails for under 18-year-olds."**

rr10 For all the attention the Meta trial will receive, court verdicts can have less of an impact
than the headlines suggest."**“'° The tobacco industry agreed in a settlement of 1998 to shell
out more than $200bn over 25 years."** But such outcomes have a “disappointing history” in
America, says Matthew Lawrence of the Emory University School of Law. “We can mitigate
the harms of industries exploiting addiction, but we have not yet had great success in finding
ways to eliminate the harms.”/*¢
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vo1-Po1 sequel
['si:kwal/ n. 45
a sequel to ... , MiAtoEREFIME,

vo2-pPo1 reckoning
[rekanin/ n. ;58 ; FEENFRAIETZ]
FHREFHRREMN , ARTEZHERIE.

vo3-rpo1 whistleblower
[wisalblous/ n. IBENEBAHITRHE ; BiRE
Htestimony2IEBM Bz — , RERNESHMERSE
FKEE,
vos-po1 allege*
[oled3/ v. 875 ; R @ FHIEBRRYIEIZ
allege that ... ; alleged deception {& EB“# 15”09 B
=,
The customer alleged that the supplier had con-
cealed a defect.

B P IEMRBE R R RR R T — IERPA,

vos-po1  blockbuster
[blokbaste/ n. BZENEMR ; SIEERXFNEH
MEEERBIHMERIRIL , KRR EEFBENER,

Vo6 - P02 Violate
[varalert/ v. B30 ; &
violate privacyf2JEf2FA , violate a rulei® & #1,

vo7-P02 hook

/huk/ v. RS | HEFE ; FEXR

hook users@REHAIE ; FTHXMIXSIERAER &
plaE/ER

vos-p0o2 harvest
fha:vist/ v. KINAELUTEE
harvest data AWK EFFS I8 |, SRIFFKEREUR,

vog-po2 liken to*

[laiken tu:/ phr. v. $E......LEE......

liken Ato B, tEREEHE , AEHRHAETEHEE.
The critic likened the exhibition to a conversation
across centuries.

e E R LLFRS L M LS AT E,

vi0-P02 deception

/dr'sepfon/ n. EXIRITH

SaddictionNE , IEXREIREBIRS , FEREMKIHF
1T IR,

V11-P03 juror

/dzuara/ n. FEE &

U ERIE$E FHARFE 7 AF LH H BT RO B8 I AR 5

vi2-p0o3 plaintiff
[plemtif/ n. [R5
RERSFIRIAN—7 ; #®iF—75 Rdefendant,
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vi3-p03 referendum

/refarendem/n. £RAR ; LALLM Z

turn the trial into a referendum A LEi , FIEE R
TERRE,

vi4-po3 in dispute*
/in dr'spju:t/ phr. FEFIXH
the issues in dispute , [5 & 15 BEHFLE o] 21 i3 K fRIR,

vi5-Po3 single out*

/smgal 'avt/ phr. v. HKH BEIMIT 1

be singled out , 321AMLLERBHARETTHEL,
One team was singled out for praise after the in-
spection.

BER , BT HEARBRIHRA,

vi6-Po4 at stake*
/ot steik/ phr. &b FXPEH ; ALK
Much is at stake®]{5 £ &I, FEEMEKRFZ,

v17-P04 penalty

[penalti/ n. &5 ; TFk
XERZEReS LM
FdamagesEEfER G iR,

xR

M, EHEZESE
vig-Po4 benchmark

[bentfma:k/ n. S8ERE

LtEat R E NS EFIRTABESRE |, & FifFZEZH,

v19-Po4 devastate
/devastert/ v. {EEZE B
would devastateE{RiZRER , FRELRERK,

V20-PO5 emotive
/Tmavutiv/ adj. FE2EZUELER
BRABSSI R BENNE , F"ENESERIEELARASE

=

9:0

v21-pos damages
[deemidziz/ plural n. IRERES
EENINEASE ; —Mdamage ARFTHAIRE,

v22-po5s addiction
/o'dikfan/ n. FYfE
REIBIFINE S NIRRT 1A AT B RN ER E SR R,

v23-P06 testimony
[testrmani/ n. iEid
whistleblower testimonyiZ BRIEiA R it & , A& F

e,

v24-po6 thorny
[0o:ni/ adj. FRFHY ; IERRRAY
MZRISIH , b e UAIE,
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v25-pP07 burden of proof v31-pog liability

/b3:dan av 'pru:f/ n. phr. ZiFHAT ; IEFBFTFAIERY /las'bilati/ n. JEEHE

EX ARAFAGREZIENENE— A

ZISEE’\J?[Hu%te highRIGEHEEIE  NALBREENE 5, pos premature

H=EE X, [premotfo/ adj. iTRHY ; FHHLKEIN

v26-p07 weigh on* MIEFNNMEIR , AFEFERAEXR LKIZRAK
/wer on/ phr. v. ¥t..... MEE S 3,

weigh on valuation¥s £ ft{E ; FRMEEE, v33.pos head off*
Uncertainty about repairs weighed on the buyer’s /hed vf/ phr. v. F4ERALL ; 2 BT{LAR

decision. _— head off worriesBZE M 1B , T AE % HE tH IS MERR 12
HEFEHIRNRELSE KT RREREN. N o
BIERXE,
v27-P07 remedial A clear explanation may head off unnecessary
/rrmi:disl/ adj. #MEREY ; A IEMERY complaints.

remedial changestE BN INEESHiE , ERAUBETWM  BRNBENFRAIBILEIRR,

NIE=3 .
s, v34-P10 verdict

v28-pPo7 infinite [vaidikt/ n. &R ; HEIER

/mfmat/ adj. RHY ; TRHY A Xcourt verdicts# IFm&R FIR M ; RES NG AN
infinite scrollLA REME] , FEMABTERFZ LER,  HsettlementiERE.,

V29-P08 Scope v35-pP10 shell out*

/skaup/ n. Fith ; ZiE] /fel aut/ phr. v. i ; HHKEH

have scope for appeal R/RFELIFZE , AEFEF—E ROE , BEHNMEEDS o] MR,
Rk, e

v36-P10 mitigate
v3o-Pog on the grounds that* [mrtigert/ v. @33 ; EHE

jon 8a gravndz deet/ conj. phr. M...... 5IEH mitigate harms5eliminate harmsB #5 ARG , HER
groundsfE b A E BRRKIE ; FEAHEEREN, FTI3AT,
Extra training may mitigate errors without elim-

inating them.
ESMEIIFTBE RV ERIR | A RBEEETTRIHK,

Notes on the text g3+ E
1 MEREE ZEEKRK” [PO1 / PO2]

sequel, dramatise, characters, drama#blockbuster{BE#iaAiCEM —54k. PIENRHESE , B
WA BIERE |, no less vividiEBMKRIMEMELLE ; ERENESXEEMRM , FEIRIFIREM,
Reckoning or not=] M\ ¥ B2 s Whether there is a reckoning or not, EffH BEBOABREEE
YRR , may{{REEFTAENE, P2Mtobacco momentfHN 2 RKIZEY |, ELEREMIBIRSE AR E
FEERIEM , RENEREMTWMRZE, EFRIEEAER,

2 E—R“EEEX", BifEEK [PO1/ P02 / P03 / PO5 / P06]
P1fgwho alleged that ... hid the fact that . EEEX—RNEFBEFREEHIVEEE, PXHIE
S RIRMEAELE , NEERLIISEEHRFARIEEIAE. P28allegations, saidSalleged B IXHREH
RE1717 ; P3MEEIAMeta@IMEIA,

EEEFERI UL =4E | RN, HNRAMGE,. B ELMLEREY., KENSLVERE
2N, FRFFASRERIARE ; IBNADFHM—ALRKENESL , SHEXEREENLEM,
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3 9.5(Z, 1930{Z5E WG [PO4 / PO7]
PAEMES —FHEATEMINM, BUREZZMMBERIEET K EEL, appear to be seek-
ing&if Meta losestgBRf&lIfE— N84 , putting their estimate atiZBBEEHOMIE L., EEAZEE
T8, WASFST 29N M ERME193012%5T,

B AL, 1930+9.5499203 , BB 2001 ; BRI— A8 Halmost , RNEELIX AN S pLAETH
tefl, roughly equivalenttb#RFIZREWIIAN , R2RE, MEMEN LB THE. PAREBE—ER
% ENERAZXNSE , AFERRESR,

4 “SHEFAETEARIEME [PO3 / P05 / PO6]
PSAEERENELMRIE , BABut unlikeHEIEF SR, BENRSRREZREXFRIBAREINEE
FIERATWEMRERE K BEERETARRERE AR, FAEIBKEHTN S —REERIZINARE,
P6ELLARTE , ASREIRB LA BELLRFHIR DB FEFICEM X, likely to be more relevant{/y 2 #
RIGERFZEMLERERT , ARRIN—NBFRELER D AMIF, P3FTiBreferendumth R 2AETE
FEM , MEaNEZtSFEHIAEERE,

5 —RIREHEZKETHK [PO7]
HEANESZXERMMREN , HEZREKBEES LT, weighed onfE iR FiAXBE A EER
[£71 ; contributing to RIEEBHER , AEEIEHTREER LI T, earnings raticEXBERHEE ,
FAEREE,

infinite scrollitFTNEELMNE , REEFHOBKET SVKEDL, BIRIEE  E8XERREEAEY
RR10MN & |, tUhRE A8 , MERXBMENIIARE , T SRREMTEETIF20% ; ESXWALESR
Mg, APTRAMEMINEGER M, RIS KEN , FRUX—RIREEL R4,

6 IEBFENSERS&EARAH [PO1/ P04 / POS / P09 / P10]
AXFF2026FE8 518 H ARERAVIRIEMA , this month, is expected5willtJ3z B FLft, PO~
EHREEHBETIZHNESNR ; RREIEBEXEWNFARIA , NEHEREHES KO~ RIZAT R G
E.

N BNEERITI8H26B BITASE T —MBUNFIME , MEHMAARE T FEFRM A&, (T LR
B1T0ZET. PDHEHT, INEENSIHAPANIB0ZETEEAEYFERLER ; “WNiNE S
A RN BN S T ERIE 2211,

Special difficulties Syt

1 penalties, damages5settlement [PO4 / PO5 / P10]
penaltiess® 18 &l & 4 57 , damagesiE A M EM T EE, B2, FZRFRBHTHE
B, settlementRHFHMRFINMIMBELH , TS RMNREITAHEK , TEEBERIFAERIAE
EEEEAI =S

P7TIES 5EREHBEERIPHIENE RiZMprosecutors , iBEFREIERIRSHNEAR | FERRIX
MAFRIEB RN B M H T Metag EFHE 21K, P10AImitigate SeliminateM X 7 R/VIEE S = 2E
FRo
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2 KOENSRESSEIBILR [PO3 / PO5]
P5[EXEMeta and Google5were obligedZ [BIZM 7125, [EFRER , XERMIEHINEESEE
PRFF ; iZEHEEiEMwere obliged#Fiek , MAZIEX TR HF IR {GHIDEL

P3fJuse of YouTube ... and TikToK ... is higher than it is of Instagram , tE4INE SV EERIEE,
& #¥it&FuseFT BV E |, B ## Sothan their use of Instagram ; A2 1iiInstagram A S SFFHHER L
&,

Background &S5

1 $230FRPHL , AH—EFED [PO8]
EEAE47 US.C. §230() (D W —MHRELE : RIEXEXNTTEVRSEEESBF, , SFBEMA
FRHEERBEENAHEILASE. PSEILMETLENE=ZSFRENRIF , EXEBESTHERETH
EREEMNMNERKXS,

ENEETEREMERIGERAGIN , FARBBRM NG —tNIThIRE", AEIKMetan]fEEK
89 EiRIEH ; prematurefTiZHEFEA , i RRIARELXRLINTIKIEE ELIFRIPTEE.,

2 HEMNBRARR—XEfIZE [P10]
EZE2EMNEERKBENE , 1998F (EFMBEMN) LIBTSMNEREEL BRI , BEIRTFRINS ,
tRRFIEmEE L ENEHESETH, BLPI10MRESELL , BEERATE , HEEKRAPTHRELZEANMIE
o

R F25F ABIT20001Z =T IE K R HAE ;| REciBLLER £ MER2SF—RELE, A,
RESSNBRNRENEEEHESE  FEMMYEHFE., RLRBRESERBENES , MZP105|
EBIENES,

Key structures xgqi

Ko1-po1 Called ..., it will ... who alleged that ...
Called “The Social Reckoning”, it will dramatise the role of whistleblowers who alleged that the tech
giant hid the fact that its products were harmful.
XER R (HRERE) Ok |, BIEERENFERRLER | ILEEREBIEN , IRBRELRHT
HmBEX—F%,
Called .. #HEFTHMHERTF , BEXIERIt , LR LE, L ait will dramatise the role of whistle-
blowersZfg , whofgifiZiR% , alleged® i fthfi1R93EFF, AEEiECallediZR % IRES L,
alleged that® &the giant hid the fact that ... , &fF—“Mhat\ @#EFEthe factIRE, EEEREILT=
BESAEFREMRELVEZER ; ZEF—ERBEINAE | NEFAREMFEEMIIAIA,
Called “Second Chances”, the exhibition follows residents who said that the closure had
changed their neighbourhood.
XipR R (FRNE) HRE , BRE—LERINE ; i1k, BAXXARZ T HSHHRK,
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Ko2-pPo2 allegations that ... and that ...
California, Colorado, Kentucky and New Jersey are leading a group of 29 states that are suing Meta
over allegations that its platforms developed features harmful to children, and that it violated their
privacy.
MAEEL, HMBZHZ. SEEMIHEADMN , IEER29MEEFMeta , BIZHEEARTHEE/LEN
IngE , FBRIL T ILERFA.
M Rare leadingfE1E ; a group of 29 statesfSthat are suingi#BRiX MEHAIEE Mt 4, XEE
#areXf[istatesFIE N , RNEEIE29MEBIRIARL PAFTIRB DN FFREIR 5,
over allegations/g @ /MhatH JiiFREEE RS : FEALXBEINE , U kMetalR LR FA, features
harmful to childrenfRJharmfulfgi& /g B fifeatures ; itStheirs 73t i MetaFll)LE,
The agency investigated allegations that the product had dangerous faults and that the seller
had hidden complaints.
ZHIBEE T X T mIFEGRIERE. SRARMRIFIIER,

Ko3- P03 is expected to ... efforts ... to turn ... , focusing ...

Meta is expected to fight efforts by the plaintiffs to turn the trial into a referendum on the impact
of social media on children, focusing instead on the narrow legal issues in dispute.

filitMeta2 HFIR SR EFIEM — R TFHRFEFTIILEZ WAL RITH , MIEESRKREFEFING
I=R7:97:3E L1 F-TH ul

Meta is expected to fight . RAFMITESBHEMSE N, AE2HEEMINEL, effortsfgby the
plaintiffsiZBER RIS/ , to turn A into Bi#EBIXEZE HAIBE 7.

SBERER , RiEROIEE ; referendumZEEFZ R ELIE B AT,
The company is expected to resist efforts to turn the meeting into a general debate, focusing
instead on the proposed repairs.
it A B S|AICKINTZZHHERNSS N, MRETIREMEEL S,

Ko4-po4 If that were ..., it would ...
If that were a benchmark for other states, it would devastate Meta.
MRX A A EMMISEBITE |, FEMetal G K 43T E,
that& £ el E UM 1R H 19193012 T E , AFE i AYbenchmark@ —#i%38, wereS5wouldfic
g, REABRER | ZAEAARESEMNE —BRAZE.
FAIRERAX—SBINER. TEERMGOENwereBMMNXEIZEE , hAEBwould devas-
tatel¥pY EIER R R T T
Ifthat estimate were the basis for every regional budget, it would leave little money for repairs.
MERBWULER A SZHXFAERVER |, EIEFTRNEEMSFARIT/ L,

Kos-pPo5 Whether it comes to that s ...
Whether it comes to that is another matter, though.
T, FRREBSARIB—F , R —OE,
Whether it comes to thatZNNAIEEIE , isREAEIE , another matter AR1E, WHITEFHE R
R, thatlEmiI X MR8 ERR | AEENEFRM,
whether®RiAZ S , AARthough#Z R : EFMEK , REEEERR—LER. XAEEREZIE
LPANKKEINEBRIEE , AFET RN AZE,
Whether the project reaches that scale is another matter, though.
AT, MERESRIBMUR , RH—0EFE,
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Koe-Po6 itis what ... calls...
Instead it is what one of the attorneys-general calls “the largest consumer-protection lawstuit in
American history”.
Bk, ZR—AMN SRR XEFHE LERRBERERPIRIA,
Eaitis .. WitlE R =% , what ... calls .fFARE , BERTEMLSETERITZEAFIT, one of
the attorneys-general 2 A Z AL S TRK Pk H —1I ; onefFHily , Fltbcalls 8,
what#EcallsZE# P MR FIFHINT R |, FEIISISABENLENRBT, IMIERMREBEHERK”,
AEXKIZE TIERRXZ N SFFE IR RS,
The new system is what one of the engineers calls “a bridge between two generations of equip-
ment”.

XEWRSL , MREP— A TR FIRE ZEBIFR,

Ko7-Po7 contributing to ... that is lower than those ...
Litigation risk has weighed on Meta’s valuation, contributing to an earnings ratio that is lower
than those of'its big-tech peers.
IRIAKBEEIR T MetaffhfE , BREMBRBFAEMKEITHNERERZ—.
F AJLitigation risk has weighed on Meta’s valuation , f5 M #contributingift BHAE X< {EF, to an
earnings ratio5| =2 MWAYFEHF , that is lower ...{&1fX f ratio,
thosefX & @ 1T #earnings ratios , MWREE , (RN AH 2T EEME—NMEEEZRLFTAR
5., contributing to RRR—PMEMEZER ; AFANERAXMEELTHEZRNERE,
Repeated delays have weakened demand, contributing to renewal rates that are lower than
those of comparable services.

RETERAIFTEK , LRETERFELERZSHREZ—,

Kog-po7 rather than ..., worry more about ... that ... may ...
But rather than fearing a giant payout, shareholders worry more about remedial changes that the
prosecutors may seek if Meta loses in court, according to Mr Luria.
BIREFETE , SEHERFREMERER , NiEW(I1EER LMetalliffE , [RE7 TSI RIVEN,
AE kb mfPIEL , EAshareholders worry more about remedial changes, rather thanN24
SHHEBR E ST FAXBE ; moreREBHEN BEEEEX,
that the prosecutors may seekf{&{fichanges , that7t ZiseekfJE1E ; if Meta losesEFRHI T KE LM
1518, maySifEiE{RES , according to Mr LuriatrHiX B #IRFHIKIE,
Rather than fearing a one-day delay, customers worry more about changes that the supplier
may make if costs rise.

S5HEHBEMEIR—X , EPEEMMNE AT seEmM 4 EF i F LR,
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Koo -Pog8 do so on the grounds that ... , which ...

It could, for instance, do so on the grounds that it is protected by Section 230 of the Communications

Act, which safeguards internet platforms from legal liability for content posted by third parties.

fign , ERTMAE SRR (BIEE) F230FRIPNBRE LR ZFRRIPEERES , R TFEE=

HRBHABREBREMERRIE.

do so#E L — R H LR, "2 B XMiF, on the grounds that ..5| i 7] 8 {F A A9 X

iE , itf§Meta ; could for instanceiftBiX 22— MFlF,

whichf{&ffiSection 230 , safeguards A from BiBR{RIF I &R 5FEXEE ; content posted by third

partiesfiposted H#ENEL , F=AAREKHBRAETE, IMUEARFTES —tNENEBREFERF,
The team could request a review on the grounds that a delivery rule, which covers orders placed
before June, applies to its case.

FPARJARIEEE , MHRE —TUER T6ARIT R FHMMNRSE T .

K10-P10 For all ..., can have less ... than ...
For all the attention the Meta trial will receive, court verdicts can have less of an impact than the
headlines suggest.
REMetaBH SRR ZXRE , BERESFIFENIN , AJaE/NTFHEIREFTERIEE,
For all the attention .. RRREB XA S X E , for alfRB I TFB A, attention/F#Ithe trial will
receive@ EIE X RIFMMEL | FHFFRNXRIE,
F AJcourt verdicts can have less of an impact , cani®% =8t , than the headlines suggesttt 3%t
PRECIN SIS RIVIEE, EEARRHFILTA  MES|ILBESEEREEZEIEE,
For all the publicity the campaign will receive, it may change less than its organisers expect.
REXZEMFREREERL , EFRIVXTATaEL THRAENNH,

Exercises #3551

Comprehension 2f#
FRBECHIEERZE , /BB R IAEFF M

02 How does the opening connect film and litigation?

03 Whatdistinction separates the Oakland case from the Los Angeles comparison in the article?

04 Is $193bn described as a final payment? Explain.

05 Why might business changes worry investors more than a large payout?

06 What does premature tell us about Meta’s earlier appeal attempt?

10
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07 What limitation does the final quotation place on the tobacco comparison?

Words in use 18;C
FiEEES , 8I—X,
18 FE : alleged / singled out / at stake / head off / mitigate

08 The customer ____that the guarantee had been misleading.

09 One supplier was ____ for additional checks after repeated delays.

10 The firm’s reputation was ____ during the dispute.

11 An early explanation may ____ unnecessary confusion.

12 Better supervision may ____ the harm without removing it completely.
Key structures &%

PREBEIAY R , REBIERERIRIES,
13 What is called The Social Reckoning in P1?

14 Which two claims follow allegations in P2’s opening sentence?

15 Who is focusing on the narrow legal issues in P3?

16 Uself... were... would: “Using that price as a benchmark could leave no money for repairs.”

17 Identify the complete subject of Whether it comes to that is another matter.

18 Why is calls singular in what one of the attorneys-general calls ...?

19 What does those replace in lower than those of its big-tech peers?

11
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20 Does P7’s rather than comparison mean shareholders have no fear of a payout?

21 What does do so stand for in P8?

22 Replace Although with For all: “Although the project will attract attention, its impact may
be small.”

Listening Afrig

TR , BIREMS R4,

23 Identify one plaintiff claim, one defence argument and one investor concern in the record-
ing.

Summary writing &

FA90-1101atIEAR N A M EER ST E X,

24 Write a 90-110-word summary of the article’s account at the start of the trial.

Composition {E3 (£ )

M : F100-1201E R BRI S 752 — iR VAHE.

25 Explain how a short news report can remain clear without turning allegations into estab-
lished facts.

12
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Reference translation £#ixyx

P01 EB& (HRMLE) MEKITLITFI084) L ; sifF iR S5 L= A& InFacebook I #MEE, X
MER (HRFE) BER | BIEXRENEARLEE | XLHIREFGER , IRBRELRHTH
FREEX—B, HR—LEXAY , 2BENREETMNEE =M — BT EEE , 555 —13RF
MADHRIIKE] , ;% KFacebook, Instagram&E/NEMeta, Ok#LTF8H18H R, £iL=2E W
KBS |, XIAEFIER R REE DN — Y,

P02 MRIEEIL., HBZHiZ, SEEMIEAMMN , EFEK29MEIRMeta , IEEEFEAELXTEEIL
ERINEE , HRIETILERRFA. EFERARF , MNMEISERKIBIR-BERIE , MetakyE L ZX 218
RrR#E, ROTBERAMBEMIT, WEMIFKIE , AENARBEHERE", MMNEKEKS 5
IR AR HMetabI“RERNZ” |, IBIZQASHMEFEENRRTH , LLEBLEEERRE L S E201H
LIOFERETMETHIIT R,

P03 MetafIEBIMRZ HEESSRBER , AEAERENFRAFPMNSRE , 4R, SLEEH
HRIBAREREANEZE , FLEHEHHR, MitMeta IR SHEFH T — 17X FHZIFEEN
JLIERmMNeRTH  MEESMEFESFNNERERO@E L, HEMRD , EASLENBSIE
TYouTube R EF T ENFTEIDTIkTokRERRZE , EES T InstagramiEHRERE , ATLER
itMeta ?

P04 FEXZEKR, EHEAINBFREN —FEURGEP , ZEXA RS Meta2(T#5179.5(4%
TCRIER, EREZIBEFERSMHEMN , NI TEEMetaliFNER T , SKREBTIZSEN200ZHIN ; ©
R HIEE}1930{12E T , ABMABYFIZAT2025FME W IR, WNRIXAYFEMINHSEBITE ,
18 LaMetaiE L R K EFTE,

P05 At , ERERESARIN—¥ , BR5—EE, BERLLIARAREELIIESIEN , Metall
HEWRES/LE, HIABRERRWE —1E, Am, BR=Z]HFAURBRIESR , RETF3IRIEHEZI
—iZEH  ERERED , MetaflBARHESE —RB205 LFZ(TREMREE , EHiE KE A £ g
HEMRER EMZEMAE,

P06 #HHR , IR—(MIMNEMERKAMIEERE LHEXMEZREFRPIRIL”, NXEEARHDRE
BERARPOIXHE FTRESIR , ZORBEMetaREHEE~REMAERET AR, X—=m51H
BEREM. FHERIARD , IUEKRE , BRTESRBRANBKRFEOEZSRE , FIREBILEEER
X,

P07 #%17D.A. DavidsonfIF/R-AET I , MetalR ZEFFIND , WEIRIBIRAAAMNZIEERMEY
27, IRIAKBEER TMetaf {8 , L REFREXRBFREMKERITHERZz—, BREFETH , 5
HifIREFEMETER , AR hi1EB OMetallif g , RS ARJEIRIOE, XLEESER
TMeta, AIFTIkTokAXRLEIFRSRAFES5ENINEE , tLUlRBTINEFNE FA“TRIREN”, FEIL
W UMRGELRRD , HIAARBHRLE & 7

P08 ElfEMetalif , EMBRG LIRF=(E, #lU, EFTUUBESRE (BEE) $2305%RPAHH
RUE LR ZZFRMRIPEENES , RTFTEAE=FAHNATKIEEMEZERE. S iXEUNX—IE
B, ERE=F¥FEaUEEY , BEEHE LIFAMTIE,

P09 ZELNRSEXRNMARIEAN JLEMZM , MEENEEIRIL , I FMetafE KK O PEIRZ
%K, AIEACEN ATEBEREMIBI , OpenATF8H 18H #H ChatGPT for Teens , J318E U TR~
I TR

P10 REBEMetaBHESFAZRFE , ARBHTENEN , oTae/NTHEGBMRBEROEE, BEL
FE1998ER—INFIREF , EEE25FERNZTHBiT200012E 5T, ERERERZEZ RN DE SEHTR
XELEREZEBE —ERSAKRENRE, “FA10T URIRIBLE R B E R BT T RHBE , B
ESHEMRIEGENAEL , ERBEEEXRRKIN, »
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Reference answers £EZ&x5@h

AREAREKRESEEREF N ; ANEEEMER , BIERRIA,

Before you read iZgiEE

01 iXpIEE

Who proposed the amount, whether a court has ordered payment, what conditions or appeals

remain and whether the amount has been paid.
FTHREZEATAME | REBERTEBNFTENK.

Comprehension I2f#

02
It moves from a planned film sequel about whistleblowers to a courtroom involving some of the
same people, using drama and blockbuster language for both.

RKEMBER , THERIFA EMER,

03
Oakland centres on alleged deception of the public, whereas the Los Angeles trial is presented

as focusing on harm linked to addiction.
fREBalleged ; MENMEEEREFNERE I,

04
No. It is the four Oakland plaintiffs’ apparent estimate of what they seek if Meta loses, followed
by a further hypothetical comparison with other states.

WIR AR E AR | NEEBM29M FIK1ZE,

05

Changes to features that sustain engagement may reduce advertising opportunities and affect
future operations, rather than creating only a single payment.
XEXHLurialf 2 FEBIMERE , AREFHIENW S

06
The judge regarded the attempt as too early procedurally; that description alone does not decide

the eventual merits of every liability argument.
X2 S KA RE,

07
Legal outcomes may mitigate harm without successfully eliminating it, so large sums and public
attention do not by themselves prove that the underlying problem has disappeared.

HEARTNR | BRtEAEEHEE ML,

Words in use idC

08

alleged
[EHthat AT ; NMEZEFEKRIMBEEFHF.

14
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09

singled out
wasfaRid A8 , (B R HIED,

10
at stake

ST RBE BRI AR FEE,

11
head off
may/e IR , s2iRRBI{LE,

12
mitigate

5B,

Key structures 7)&!

13

The film sequel.
CallediZ3EEiE At , NEEREHIRE,

14
That the platforms developed features harmful to children, and that Meta violated the children’s
privacy.

I REERE |, NAUER SIS,

15
Meta.
focusingiZiE£EMER , RS,

16
If that price were used as a benchmark, it would leave no money for repairs.
FBMEMIERRIL ; the use of that price would ... R X FiEHH],

17
Whether it comes to that.
AgeREYit , whether W) B {K{EEAE,

18

The subject is one, although attorneys-general is plural within the of phrase.
A HRIASE B2 AV ML call,

19
The earnings ratios of the peers.

tERtE RS,

15
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20

No. It says they worry more about possible remedial changes.
RERFZE LLARFN AT REME,

21

Appeal or bring an appeal.
TRFLERTSE , EARENKIR.

22

For all the attention the project will attract, its impact may be small.
For allfF#&id%EiBattention , fREBmay,

Listening Wi

23
A plaintiff claim concerns misleading the public; Meta’s lawyer disputes a clear health link; in-
vestors worry about possible changes affecting engagement and advertising.

ERiERESEKEN , SENEMEIFHA  FERV=ALREaF.

Summary writing FE

24

Meta’s Oakland trial invites comparisons with tobacco litigation because states allege that the
company misled the public about harmful products. Meta disputes the claims and seeks to keep
the case focused on specific legal issues. Although the potential amounts discussed are large,
the article distinguishes the plaintiffs’ demands from final outcomes. Investors are particularly
concerned about possible changes to features that support engagement and advertising. Appeals
may also affect the process. The tobacco comparison ultimately raises a broader question: legal
action can produce substantial payments and reduce harm, but those results do not necessarily
eliminate the underlying problems.

MNfrEBallege. possibleFRE , KATRE WS , ARREEREZHR. BEIREAERE ,
N :EVNCEEYN=N

Composition {E3X

25

A clear report should tell readers who is making each claim and what stage the case has reached.
If a claimant asks for a large sum, the report should identify it as a demand, rather than a pay-
ment already ordered or received. It should describe the defendant’s response without assum-
ing that a denial settles the question. Comparisons with earlier cases can explain potential con-
sequences, but differences in legal issues and remedies still matter. Finally, the writer should
separate the article’s original date from later developments. These distinctions allow readers
to understand serious risks without treating every dramatic possibility as an outcome that has
already occurred.

REISIEEIR | AHELBNTRITREADNEN—RIEXS]. FIHERE, RESIEHEAE 25
FIFENHOS,

16



	Reference answers

