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Indian elephants are being squeezed out of

their habitats
ENE AR IF T St

Even court orders to protect them are ignored
EMERIPENIERGFES |, BTN
The Economist - 2026-08-20
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About this lesson #iggiz
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Before you read igzi@=

Does cultural respect automatically protect an animal? Why or why not?
HRASSI)BIRATIHRIRE,
BAREE (p.10)
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Text iz

ro1] IN “ARTHASHASTRA”, an ancient Indian manual on statecraft, elephants were prized as-
sets.”?V9? Kings presented them to forge alliances."”” Generals relied on them to destroy the
gates of forts."”* Today Ganesha, the elephant-headed Hindu god, is still worshipped as the
remover of obstacles, and children, as elsewhere, learn “E for Elephant”.

—RARREMMAENE L FFD,

(ro21 But reverence has not translated into protection."”*'°® A survey published last year by the
Wildlife Institute of India counted 22,446 elephants, 18% fewer than in 2017.“°" The decline in
some states was “a shocker”, says Qamar Qureshi, the report’s lead author. Part of the prob-
lem is geography. Unlike in Africa, villages are scattered throughout the forests of densely
populated India."”” Elephants are often confined to narrow corridors between patches of for-
est.’®V% Vivek Menon of the Wildlife Trust of India says that in 2010 his team identified 88
such routes. Today there are about 150, reflecting shrinking habitats. %

031 As infrastructure cuts through forests, elephants stray into farms."’ Mining and blasting
sites also get in their way.""’ In West Bengal hulla (“noise”) parties see mobs hurl fireballs
and firecrackers to drive the animals away, despite a Supreme Court ban.""?“** Electric fences
sometimes block the elephants’ path. But they are excellent physicists, says Raman Sukumar,
an ecologist. They use their tusks, which are poor electrical conductors, to break fences, or
toss logs to short-circuit them.""?V'*V1>X%* Forest guards and workers steering elephants back to
safety are “utterly under-equipped and woefully unprepared”, says Prerna Bindra, a conser-
vationist.""®V7*> Most lack basic equipment such as torches.

ro4] But not all is doom.""® Poaching for ivory has fallen since the 1980s.""® Co-ordination
between state forestry departments and national customs has improved. Today India has
a Wildlife Crime Control Bureau and states have anti-poaching plans. Last month India’s
Supreme Court upheld the removal of commercial activity from an elephant corridor in
Tamil Nadu."?°

rros] Elephants act as landscape architects. They disperse seeds, shape forests and fertilise
soil.””' They keep wetlands alive by digging. “Arthashastra” advised India’s rulers to protect

forests inhabited by the magnificent beasts. Those in charge today would do well to take
nOte.V22V23K06



Current Affairs Close Reading

The Economist

New words and expressions 4iaf5gi5

BEXHIIAFHD ; « R EEHIIRIA,

vo1-Po1 statecraft

['stertkro:ft/ n. JAEZAK

manual on statecraft M ABEHENFM ; XEM
[AEFIHIRBAXRRKEIZZIEN,

vo2-P0o1 prized
[praizd/ adj. EZERH
kB prize fFEid“B0” , ARERHARERRETEAN

RN,

vo3-po1 forge an alliance*

/fo:d3 on o'larens/ phr. £&REEXER

forge AIEHIE , XBERIFEIXR ; EXHERK al-
liances , S KX KRAIBIHIE,

vos-po1 rely on*

/rrla1 on/ phr. v. {X5E ; &

rely on somebody/something to do something R/~
KEZASEYTRFRE.

V05-P02 reverence

[revarans/ n. HE ; =

tt—R% respect EEE , RKiE L —EBNALRESTFH
H,

vo6-P02 translate into*
[ftreenz'lert ‘ntu:/ phr. v. ¥ K ; HREFREE
XEARIEXFERIFN S —MES A MEE —MSER
BELAITHFER,
Good intentions do not always translate into
practical help.
RIFEEHNE 8L I LFREEE,

vo7-P02 scattered

[skaetad/ adj. 538EXEY ; BUARHY

villages are scattered throughout the forests i BE#%
EEHRMIEE , MIERERMINE,

vog-P0o2 be confined to*
/bi ken'faind tu:/ phr. #&BREI7E ; REELT
confined $E/EMNZEERMR , FEME ; FREXLEAR
HWREETE,
The damage was confined to one room.
BURMXBRTF— N5 (L,

v09-P02 corridor

[korido:/ n. BE ; £EE

RIBER , AIBENY ] EM S BIR 2 6] B oh 198
B

o

v10-P03 stray into*
/strer'mtu:/ phr. v. EA ; RA
BRRBREENCEMEAN , ZAHEARE , T
RENMBRITER,
The sheep strayed into a neighbouring field.
FEH T BERIE M,

vi1-pPo3 getin one’s way*

/get in wanz wey/ phr. #{EXEE ; 1558

BRRES KRR , LR EPAISSTARE. one’s 7EfEFA
BYRENT S (L , U0 get in their way,

vi2-po3 hurl

/hs:l/ v. B

tt throw E38i18 I E, hurl fireballs 2B AR MR
HEAKIT R,

vi3-po3 tusk

ftask/ n. ( REFYM) KF

tusks BRRFX—BRERNIL , ivory 7 FERIEE A #IHY
K,

vi4-P03 conductor

/kan'dakts/ n. E4K

1£ electrical conductors FRAYIENX , F2IBIFEHEE
51 ; poor IS E4ARE

vi5-P03 short-circuit

[fort 's3:kut/ v. fE5EEE

ASGEBEEER ; B—iAtelttMKdEERRER ,
AEeE LR FEE E]bAL,

vi6-pPo3 under-equipped

/andartkwipt/ adj. F&EAER

under- RRAE | IERFTRL2RERE
B EAFEERA KR,

vi7-po3  woefully

[woaufali/ adv. ¥EfEith ; Eih

woefully unprepared @ZIENEZAE , TEEREK
woeful BIELE X i1F AR,

vig-Po4 doom

/du:m/n. [BiE ; EXET=

not all is doom RKINFEEEE  BNEE—tNEHEL

tH
=o

T—aA

vig-rpo4 poaching

['pautfin/ n. fa¥E

for ivory ZfXBHY ; has fallen ®RREL | ;RBEIREHK
HEARPR.
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v20-po4 uphold v22-p0o5 in charge*

/aphavuld/ v. £E3F ; 235 (ORTE) /m 'tfo:dz/ phr. faEk ; £EH

FERMIT X518 5 upheld, ERREFHRE , SRE those in charge I§EEE , AUANHESXEEYIEBA
BERTENTAZR—OE, {RERAL,

v21-po5s disperse v23-po5s would do well to*

[dr'sp3:s/ v. BYE ; S ER /wud du: wel tu:/ phr. &% ; NHIARER

disperse seeds EFFHIEIE , SEEMNTIE. EBihHE ZE—MHEIENRIY , FEMNEAERMET.
FEERARMWESIER,

Notes on the text g3+

1 MERRERZ# , BIMSLPRYMELS [PO1/ P02 / PO5]
F—ERAEEWERER, WILUE , BERLMIILEIRF , ERKRRERE. EOS5HEEE=AE
M, remover of obstacles FAEXHER : AMIBESAKFEXWBEEZH , BEIENARANFER. E
=R EEIERR T,

SFEERM But AMARR—MER , MEHHEAIINE , ¥ERIPESFHERELGE. RERBRIE
B (BER) | BAKNHRKFEMERSKAIUTEAINES |, B E BN,

2 BEMSBFTMLIIS05% , At ARKMVBRERE ? [P02]
routes FEEM , PIHREMUFRIFHER, BEXEMFE reflecting shrinking habitats BRI HFE
MR | KRB ZEIRINE |, ENEREHIR Z Bk ER, TRIEMERESFARMER , B
TR E R RIF XY K,

22,4463 5°t£2017F L 18%" R IHEREHHELLE | 88F5LI150F MR B BRIT@EER R, €1
BERENR. ERATEEN  BEREHME—HBKE,

3 HERE , EXRILRE? [PO3]
hulla parties ZELLIELABISIRESZ A A RERRIVITHNHAE , FEZRRSFVEMTIERE, see mobs
hurl ... EFEIRERELNEZSHHUES” : see WEEHIBEENKERE, despite FHES
SNAHIMPITARHILS XA,

E+EBEIAEIERR SR LMFNIFMRAFLEAR, SIEREARIFALINEZESESTENM
W, Most EEEIXLE AR, 1 Most HIEMAR , BEEFMASAkER N,

4 PEFERIIMRTHE , SB2HERAIELCE [PO3 / PO5]
excellent physicists RESERNERIAE  EAKRFTAGZSHE, MALBIFBEEZFITHERE,
EARIERAREET ALXYIEZIEL, poor electrical conductors IERFHSHEMER , poor HhRE
ENRFMNETR,

landscape architects E##H TR : &, RTHM. IBXTIR, BREFEM, ZEERR T E
FEEEEAENE , FEEIBEEE SeIERIERIRRER,

5 SBPUERFFKHY but : FKIANE , AAMREBHITIRIA [P04 / PO5]
But not all is doom ML M ARBEAINE, FEREL. HAKNE. RZNMWAEITITHR, BESSEA
RE, EXLATFEEEMARERLER., BINMEH ARGl H 2N , SXP“UHF—TREH
AFE  EEEMRENSIFHITREZ R,

would do well to take note £ X UK HEEIY, take note RRILEEHEI —IMEEEID , MEEKIA
BERELRRFHPRIPHRMIVIZEE,
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Special difficulties S

1 notall: PHREE , BR"HESF" [PO4]
not all is doom FIZ B R FHIE—tNERFERE, KU , Not all the fences are electric R RBGLEERERE
B [E|4= ; None of the fences is electric A 2/ B {EFIEE=, &R not 5 all, every Fid , ENER
Not every warning leads to action.
HAREB—RESTHEMITI,

2 they, them 5 Most fJ3E{X [PO3]
But they are excellent physicists B they $§ X% ; short-circuit them & them B E=, EiEHEE
FARBEWREFRENRIEINRE—, Most lack basic equipment 2 Most X463 E—a)FM RS TIE
AR,

JEEANKRORERDRE | “AREEEZERSHIFARRLES” , BEREIN ; ERERTAR
B2 , NEMEMRKIEEIEXGEEMNEITHNER,

Background #sS5iEs

1 EE=TR5EEMH [P02 / PO3 / PO5]
AR EZSERIE F] LB R AR KIS 2 [ R0E ST, RiZ— A ESSGMBEBERIIZIE s mE TR,
YIFIBENEERR D) , AIRBAFIEE., SAKEFNEEENEE, XN RBERBBRE5TEE
AR RE e,

REFH AR SHMFLEHAVER |, FERIPOIBE L 2 - E, 152 landscape architects Bt , i
IBESRIEASEENTHEER | SIMEENE , S50 ETIE,

Key structures xgqi

ko1-po2 WRSIFASEEN : FEHIERIEBIE
A survey published last year by the Wildlife Institute of India counted 22,446 elephants, 18% fewer
than in 2017.
ENEBEMYMMRMEFELHN—INIFAE , Hit2122,4465 KK |, tE20175F 2L 18%,
FiER A survey , published last year by ... {&{ffi survey , ZPRIEEN LT ESHE ; I EBIER
counted, 1T %%317 published NEEB#H HEF—5 counted FH A FTEIFIE,
18% fewer than in 2017 ¥ FELLIRIAEHE, fewer WA HEIKR R ; HEEMZ2017F AT EIHVE
2, F21H2017F kM EL18%,

A report released on Monday recorded 120 cases, 20% fewer than last year.

A—&HmHN—MIWEICRT1208£F4 | tLEEFL20%,
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ko2-pPo2 FIRIITES T : EREMEHL
Today there are about 150, reflecting shrinking habitats.
MSLE1505% , X RREF S IEELE/)N,
there are about 150 %E’j , B8 T B _E3XETA0AY routes, reflecting shrinking habitats #b 78 fi#
BUMSELI50FBE" X —FRTRRIE X,
reflecting NAEIZALEE EFEE, shrinking 2184 habitats H9IMFES1E , (HEBAEHIEESE /) ;
[£ -ing BIEAAREL
More families now share smaller flats, reflecting rising housing costs.

MSHEESRESERNMINE , XIRREERME L,

ko3-P03 see somebody do : FHEPHM— M EIE
In West Bengal hulla (“noise”) parties see mobs hurl fireballs and firecrackers to drive the animals
away, despite a Supreme Court ban.
EAZMNN , RERSERSERZIEXMEE |, hulla (“IRE7) RETIHHRIIE ABEIEHI A IRFOHE
18, HEHEEAR.
F*F £ hulla parties see mobs hurl ... , B{TENEIA={E see WEIE , RREFHIMEMMITI, mobs
& hurl #9:848F15 ; 7 see somebody do £ , hurl FiA0 to,
to drive the animals away # 2 BHIAEI , BIFRHITHAIERY ; despite a Supreme Court ban
EMAEE , RNITAREMNLESFH, despite EAREEEEE - TENTIEA,

The festival saw visitors queue for hours to enter the exhibition.

T HEAE , SME RHNBEHET HUNETHIBA,
Ko4-P03 IAAXZAMNA , RAEEE use ... to

They use their tusks, which are poor electrical conductors, to break fences, or toss logs to short-
circuit them.
ENFMARZSENRFRIAEE |, SEMEARL |, EEE=EH,
SNEEFFEGE ¢ use their tusks ... to break fences , BAJ toss logs to short-circuit them, which
are poor electrical conductors HESFE—MEIER , M FRRERE tusks FIMER,
A to IFIEERILEAFIRS B /Y , or IEWMMFERH I, HF#EX R M AIF1E use their tusks to break
fences , BIESBMRME , MARIE which RIiBiE are HEHFEAIE—1BIE,

They use wooden tools, which do not scratch the surface easily, to remove the old paint.

I ERARS X GREIIAT TEERIBER,
kos5-pPo3 KEIEBESAEHER : HEHIEM ?

Forest guards and workers steering elephants back to safety are “utterly under-equipped and woe-
fully unprepared”, says Prerna Bindra, a conservationist.
BARFALTEERP-EEALL , SISAKREHZ2MHENFMRAMNITEAR  “RERERRE , &S
ki p=SvaAligh
FiEH 2 Forest guards and workers ; steering elephants back to safety i BEiX & A 53 IE7E i {1
Ao YNZIBIER are , FEAIIITEA A and 31, REE steering S{FMIIIFIEMIRKE are,
says Prerna Bindra /#E5|iE < f5 , REAMNAEFIRGEARXF ; a conservationist & ¥t it 89 B 715
B, 1EMIEAE T , (FEBRRL FEEFERERMF,

Staff helping passengers find new flights are exhausted, says the airport manager.

MR |, BEREIHEAMIINITFEAREZHRIR,
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ko6-Po5 those in charge 5 would do well to
Those in charge today would do well to take note.
SRNEREHBAHAERERIX —E1Y,
Those in charge “FBLEFIZHERIA” , in charge [FE&1fH those , BIK{EEIE, would do well to do
something & 5 A REXEAES 17BNV 4544,
take note A XERINEBERIHEMAZRMRIFEIN, ERLHGLSIE | MIRAFHEANERENZIT
HHIIII7,
Those in charge would do well to listen to the people using the service.
ARMARFARRITXIARS ERENE L.

Exercises #35E5F

Listening I3 (&)
S ITRE , EE T TUERFSKHY But 2Rl E T H AR,
02 What contrast begins P2, and what change of direction begins P4?

Comprehension I2f#
RIEXEOE , FERITHR. BRFMIENE,

03 Why does the article mention about 150 corridors today?

A. To prove that the total forest area has grown.
B. To show that elephants increasingly depend on routes between shrinking habitats.

C. To show that the elephant population has almost doubled.

04 What does “Most” refer to in “Most lack basic equipment such as torches”?

05 Give two improvements mentioned in P4.

06 How does the last paragraph explain “landscape architects”?

Words in use iC
FRiAERHNRATHIEER  VENTH ; BIIA—X,
18 FE : translate into / rely on / get in the way / uphold

07 The children their teacher to explain the instructions.

08 Extra funding will not automatically better services.
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09 Please move the boxes; they may when people leave.
10 The court the earlier decision yesterday.
Key structures %!

FRERE A REFBE DTEEESBVES.

11 Combine: “A survey was published yesterday. It counted 500 birds.” Use a past-participle
modifier.
12 1In “Costs rose again, reflecting a shortage of materials”, what does reflecting explain?

13

14

15

16

17

Complete: “The event saw hundreds of visitors (arrive) before sunrise.”

Combine with which: “They use ropes to secure the load. The ropes are very strong.”

Who makes the assessment in “The workers are poorly prepared, says the supervisor”?

Give advice using would do well to: “The organisers should listen to visitors.”

Does “Not all the routes are safe” mean that no route is safe?

Summary writing &
FA60-801E AL INE. EERIR. NESESME.

18

Write a 60-80-word summary.

Composition {E3C (&)
A : FA90-11018 B —IN 2 B A RIPB1-E |, 1R B BKITEhHREREIRSI, sIERIREREIE,

19

Describe a practical conservation proposal in 90-110 words.
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Reference translation £#ixyx

P01 HEHENEEEFM (KFL) B, KRESEXBUNRT, BEERRENILYMEE , UEMEK
B, BOURERREBEREZK], X, REFRKWENERHREMAMT , DRFNIEMRES 2 ; 3
Hittth 75—+ , A1t FEESEARElephant ( XK ) ”,

P02 M , MEHKREN AR, NEBENIRARAEFLAHN—TNAE , #iTF122,4465L KK ,
EE2017F018%, MEEEFERDREERIR , BAMHARBETESCARR, REAN—Z5
HEMEBERE L, 5FENAE , EAORZNENE , HERGTRMZH, RREEREFNEERER
REMBIXRERESR, NETFEMMERARNETT BRI, 2010F thBIFBARRIA T 88FIX1£89:E
B, MESLHE1505% , XRREBSHIEELGR).

P03 [EEEMIREFERM , KRFRARE, RUMBREIZHMBEETENNER, ERKMA
B, RERSZEREEZFILIMEE | hulla (“IRFE”) REITHRNEARHRIEAIRTNHELE , XEH
ERR, BEEERNSBEERKNE, BESZERNE HEDRR , EMTRHENEFER, EF
AARSSENKRFRIAELE |, HEMWIBASK , EEZER, BARPALIES R EEHR , 5ISKKR
OELZ2ERIFPRAFTHEAR , “KRERERE , EEWEREN, HRASHAEFEREZEN
BAREEER.

P04 {EtHHIFERIFER, B20HLES0FLAR , MIRERAMAITHMBBRML, SFHMALER]
S5ExRBXRZEMNDIEERNE. NS, MRREFENMIERESNR  SHMLEREEITL, £
B | HERSARES T BRRARPER —FAREEARRAEENIIRE,

P05 AFHEESMIRITITNAE, EMEERENT  BERM , AMETRIDR, Eil8dEEErE
WEEN., (BFEL) BRNNERSERIPIEEHNIBENRMR, SKNEEEBAGIAERE
X—Ei
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Reference answers £EZ&x5@h

AREAREKRESEEREF N ; ANEEEMER , BIERRIA,

Before you read iZgiEE

01 iXpIEE

No. Respect may encourage concern, but animals also need suitable habitat and practical pro-

tection.
ARHAEMS , BENXA2SESRIR. 1THIEfET6), 1£5ANXPIEEFRS)BREKE,

Listening Iff /3

02
P2 contrasts reverence with insufficient protection. P4 turns from the problems to some im-
provements.

BREBIAAREESRIAEIE ; NENREBEMENE,

Comprehension I2f#

03

B. To show that elephants increasingly depend on routes between shrinking habitats.
reflecting shrinking habitats 557510 ; BEZHAFTHRMERIKRYE,

04

The forest guards and workers steering elephants back to safety.
Most EEAL , N2 LS HIAKEKEBEI=,

05
Poaching for ivory has declined, and co-ordination between forestry departments and customs
has improved.
AERRIA
* India has a Wildlife Crime Control Bureau, and states have anti-poaching plans.

» The Supreme Court upheld the removal of commercial activity from a corridor, and ivory
poaching has declined.

A EIR T HEDWOREHE, SHBRAET TR ERE L ENNRE | RESREE R

06
Elephants disperse seeds, shape forests, fertilise soil and help maintain wetlands by digging.

FUEKERBERELLE, TEIEEEBIRKREA—HFIRITELR,

10
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Words in use id;C

07
rely on
A[EERIA
¢ relied on
—HRINFERT A rely on ; BiRE T EHELE | relied on h B4, SHEBRTEIMERRI-s , RNEEPEE
BRE RS,

08

translate into
XERRUANER , FN2RIESIE.

09

get in the way
may FRERER , EREHEBE,

10

upheld

yesterday Z3kiF Rt ; uphold Hid EZRX AL upholded,
Key structures %!

11

A survey published yesterday counted 500 birds.
published yesterday {&fi survey ; counted 2 a)i§iE,

12
It explains what the rise in costs reflects: a shortage of materials.

ERNEEAZINTML , NENFEENEE,

13
arrive
AJERRA
* arriving
arrive IBEABIEEH ; arriving L3 , MEBZAMS ESHIFR, EBEBERAT to WAER , M
& arrive,

14
They use ropes, which are very strong, to secure the load.

X ZMNEFFE ropes , to secure HKET use,

15

The supervisor.
AlE says BWEiBER ; AEIETEM )AL workers,

11
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16

The organisers would do well to listen to visitors.
RASHATNEG , FEFMNALS.

17

No. It means that at least some routes are unsafe; it does not say that every route is unsafe.
not all RRHAHEE , ER"FIEEE", none FRR"—MERHE", TEEERA.

Summary writing {§E

18

Elephants remain culturally important in India, but respect has not ensured their protection.
Shrinking and fragmented habitats bring them into conflict with people, while workers often
lack suitable equipment. There have been improvements, including reduced ivory poaching and
better co-ordination. Elephants also spread seeds and maintain wetlands. The article therefore
urges those responsible to protect the forests on which these animals depend.
MEZE@E5RE , NMEEXEREXLHRE". JEBEAKTF ; 518, XIERAHNR, 5

more corridors prove success £4A% more corridors reflect shrinking habitats , A 8EW MR,

Composition {E3X

19

A small wetland near my town has become surrounded by roads. People enjoy watching birds
there, but their enthusiasm has not translated into practical protection. I would begin by mark-
ing a quiet area and providing bins at the entrance. Volunteers could explain why visitors should
stay on the paths. These measures would not solve every problem, especially if water continued
to be polluted upstream. The organisers would therefore do well to work with neighbouring
communities. Success should be judged by the condition of the habitat as well as the number of
visitors who say they support it.

SiEts, 3, {Ta5— MRS, REXRE we must protect nature IO ; FIANE H quiet area
#0 visitors stay on paths , A %I BTN R L F i, BRI HiE , FEKRELIFE,

12
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