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Two toots for England’s planning overhaul
S0 22 LK PR NG S P

A bold supply-side reform from this Labour government? Yes, really
X JE TR IAT th aHEH RBBRIMH LA MICKEE ? #Scanlt
The Economist - 2026-08-20
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Why might land near a busy commuter station be attractive for housing?
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Text iz

ro1] KNOCKHOLT IS ALL that is right and wrong about the Home Counties. Board the train
at Charing Cross in central London, and disembark 49 minutes later in the Kentish country-
side.”’' The station inspired Edith Nesbit to write “The Railway Children”, a pastoral novel, in
1905, and the landscape has hardly changed."*” To the north side is a golf course; to the south,
an abandoned one on which proposals to build houses have been knocked back for years."**<""
Squeeze past the brambles heavy with blackberries and nightshades; the water hazards are
bone dry, and the grass on the old fairways is overgrown and coarse.’?4/%>V%
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ro2] Perhaps not for long. A new planning framework, published by the government on Au-
gust 17th and effective immediately, takes aim at the Knockholts: stations on busy commuter
routes found across England that are surrounded by fields or only half-developed land.""”"%®
They may be a fine place to walk the labrador before catching the 7.58 to the City; they are
also a symptom of a restrictive planning regime known around the world as a form of pig-
headed economic self-harm."”""° Taken with other recent changes, it “adds up to the most
powerful, coherent and quietly revolutionary national planning policy we’ve ever had,” says
Zack Simons, a barrister."' V12«02

ro31 A sweeping supply-side reform might seem improbable from a government characterised
by dithering and interventionism."”® And for years, planning reform was seen as untouchable,
given the backlash of homeowners and conservationists.”'* To its credit, Labour has grasped it,
reckoning on the support of its young and urban coalition."*V'® “I did expect more of a political
backlash than we have seen,” says Matthew Pennycook, the low-drama minister responsible.
He succeeded by pitching the changes as “common sense”, he says.""” “Itis very hard to dispute
that we should be building around train stations.”

rro4] The boldest steps target stations outside existing settlements served by four trains an hour,
in the most productive half of the country."'®** There, it will be possible to build within “rea-
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sonable walking distance”, or 800 metres, at a density of at least 35 dwellings per hectare
(dph), typical of new estates."'??° (Where eight trains an hour run, a minimum of 45dph ap-
plies). Lichfields, a consultancy, reckons around 800 stations are in scope and the reform
could release land for 535,000-570,000 homes."?'

rros] It is not perfect. Rather than attempting a more liberal American-style zoning system, the
government has sought to tilt the existing system—under which local authorities balance the
case for building against the potential harms—more firmly in favour of development.'??“%* Ac-
cordingly, a system defined by discretionary decision-making and legal appeals will persist,
says Mr Simons."* Nor do the new rules automatically release land designated as “green belt”
near stations, points out Paul Cheshire, a land economist."**“>> And since that land will be sub-
ject to strict housing-affordability rules, many potential sites might be economically unviable,
he suggests.">*"?°

ros) Mr Pennycook insists the sums add up for developers.’”” In Knockholt, people seem re-
signed to more development.’?* The golf-course development has been unpopular with some
locals, says Kate Mansfield, the landlady of the Bo-Peep, a pub built in 1548, but it may also
bring new patrons.’*

ro71 Sanjay Puri, who runs a garden-office business, says the passing traffic may bring him
more trade too, even if the gardens of new homes tend to be too small for the swish outbuild-
ings he sells."*°V"K% Still, “people who live in Kent like to feel that they’re separate from Lon-
don,” he says, and do not want it to “become Los Angeles, where you drive for 100 miles and
you’re still in the city”. Improbable as it might seem, a moment later a Spitfire thunders into
view, executes a perfect barrel-roll over the golf course, and disappears behind the tree line. "’
The land is changing; the sky will remain as Kentish as it comes."**

New words and expressions 4&ifflEis
RERXHIIBFHES | ~RRFTEHIRIA,

vo1-pPo1  disembark vo5-pPo1  bhone dry”*

fdistmbak/v. F%F ; g ; T ¥ /baun 'drar/ adj. phr. FiEH ; RFIEH

SboardE BT EMEN ; XX ZF AN EFMIEFER, boneflizgdry , R"ERERENEE X, BidgiESbone-
dry,

vo2-Po1 pastoral

[pastaral/ adj. HERT ; 5 & N4EE voe-po1 fairway

EREENISR , ARBESWNFEAN B — X, [feawer/ n. H/RKXEKE

vo3-po1  knock back* Swater hazards¥ FFRE K17 1E1R | TELQFHE

/nok baek/ phr. v. 384 ; 3X[mE .

proposals have been knocked backigE2EIRREMHIE vo7-ro2 take aim at*

4 ; trEhE Knockholt iigiRE & LROEIK, /teik exm aet/ phr. B ; $H3

vos-po1 bramble BERBOX K FIE T B , AESKFRFE,

/breembsl/ n. EEEFREAR ; FIFRA Vos-P02 commuter

squeeze pastE FL FELE WA RANIE , BENIEERR  /ke'mjuite/ n./adj. BENE ; BENNY
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v09-P02 restrictive

[rrstriktiv/ adj. BREIZHY ; L9R1ER

IR ARG EXN F L BLR ; FEMpigheaded i E &
EBEN,

vio-po2 pigheaded

/pig’hedid/ adj. EHEY ; MERILAY

FRER X, HEENIRAITIRIIE , RAEESEINLREE
TEIUAEMRETRER,

v11-P02 coherent*
/kau'hrarant/ adj. EZ—HY ; MAY
BIASTINELAEE —HAE , AMIRATFEER.

vi2-p0o2 barrister

/beerista/ n. HEEREIT ; KEIF

EREZIARRIRWARIE ; A3 BN MEIEENTESN , &
RRMARESEEER,

vi3-po3 dithering

[fdideriy/ n. IMFEAR ; BEFHEIE

Ssweeping reform¥{ 82 , HIEEE A D EFERAE
a1y

vi4-po3 backlash*
/beekleef/ n. FBZIR 5 ; HEH R
BEERS I ZMNRYNY , AERTFEABERELRE,

vi5-P03 to one’s credit*

/ta wanz 'kredrt/ phr. BEEENRE

creditfE b AINFH ST , NEEIZRME AW IR,
To her credit, she acknowledged the mistake
quickly.
EREENR , RREIATHIR,

vi6-P03 reckon on

/rekan on/ phr. v. 38 ; FITBEI

reckoning on supportiZ BR{TEIFF R IBEVERTF | RETR

ZRERBE A

v17-p0o3 pitch A as B*

/p1tf/ v. phr. $EAEEE&RIA JB

pitching changes as common sense3& AN E AR
BAEE ; FRBKIIK,

v18-Po4 settlement

/setalmont/ n. BEKX ; ER&

XEBEEZ=EIMAIAE , AR IFIAFIREES S TEE,

vi9-posa dwelling
[dwely/ n. £ ; 1EFF
35 dwellings#g35EF=E , FE3SMER,

v20-po4 hectare

/hektea/ n. 23R

— 2 W A10,000F 7 #K. dphiydwellings
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v21-P04 in scope”

/i skaup/ phr. FTEEAEEAN

around 800 stations2 &N M1t , REEHEZ00
B 23%1F 7],

v22-po5 tiltin favour of*

ftilt mn ‘ferver av/ v. phr. {EEEFF...k9 5 ERF
AXBRLEENENAD , FRBERMITHEHMZFH
EEER,

v23-po5 discretionary

/dr'skrefonari/ adj. FH¥IMIFEN ; BRIALZ(EHY
HRNRREBENGZE , RETFAIURNETEMLY
xR,

v24-po5s designate as

/'dezigneit &z/ v. phr. XIE X ; I8E R

land designated as green belt T it ¥ XIEW S5 |
AREMKRBEEZEER,

v25-pPo5 be subject to*
/bi 'sabdzekt tu:/ phr. Z...495%R ; JLESF
toAid , FiErules, subjectfEEXNMEEFMESHE
BHE T,
The proposal remains subject to further review.
ZRENIEZH—-LHE,
v26-Pos unviable
/an'vaiabal/ adj. NEJ1THY ; MELARFLERY
economically unviablet§ &25f EARKIE , K5I FiEE
FapItERIE,

v27-po6 the sums add up*

/05 samz &ed Ap/ phr. IKEFTRK ; WSZFI1T

PO & E5 KA ; P2Radds up tol| @ BT {E
BRRMpLEMLE

v28-P06 resigned to*
frizaind tu:/ adj. phr. TFES ; AT
Sresign from#FRARE ; ARAANRLES X,
They seemed resigned to another delay.
MU FELRES X — KL,
v29-P06 patron
[pertran/ n. % ; BE
BIEBRRIEERNA , SRMZERRBIAXR
&,
v30-pPo7 outbuilding
[autbildm/ n. EEIMIMEER
ANEFERELRENDARES , TERFMEEMNER
HILEHE,
v31-P07 swish
[swif] adj. BFEIRRHY ; SIEHY
RUFEXEFE , LA AEMAREERIES,
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v32-P07 as... as it comes*

jeez &z 1t kamz/ phr. #RhE...0 ; BHEIRTAY

as Kentish as it comes®RREIFHHIFETE , R2Lt
REIKEESIR,

Notes on the text &3+ E

1 $HBExE, AMIXIZEHERA? [PO1/ P02]
all that is right and wrongFl — /Mt BHINE FIRT : 497 WENE 2 BIAMES B |, R
IHERERRSEZMANG|IHI R AL, (FELEEERREE , MEFTIEETE., FhliE , &
BT AFTIBB9INIF,

P2iEith 2 TRk & #the Knockholts , EERLEEBHEMEHNELY , FARERETRFIE TSINEARE
WEM, BREEHENERLKANEERNER , BRthey are alsofEEEE T {5 FRHI 89T,

2 BFERRE : Mtwo tootsiFFEIF [P02 / PO3 / PO5]
Raltwo tootsit ABRINSEHEE , hIFM X FILEM ; ] E|“BREBE two cheers , MIAZE
=EELREBIIRT, XEMNLEMZFHIMILE | £MKEKRE , BRIt is not perfectd!| H &I E L5
PRI,

pigheaded. ditheringmBEE#IFEF , To its creditM7EREB 2AM T E RNL FXMITHEE, 5l
X ®Hmost powerful ... we’ve ever had@ K IBRIEAT ; BKAIcommon sensesE ftt #FFE 5L 1175 @ HY
Hit. FAEIABEKNRELE.

3 FhFH. TPTEBSEQMEFEHSEFA? [P04]
BAXHER , RELREVBLEEHFEANETE : EERBERXI. S804 E, MNTEFRESHH
FX1g, 800KPRERNRIZIEE ; 355145 dphM BRMEBIRZE, NEEEISIRFE—EEFILERREE
#35E , oilat leastH{E LFR,

—ETF10,0003E /5K, IEBEEARRY : H 2t iRE— O12EH35 dph , BEX N
ENDT0E ; IABIZMIRSIR—EEERTOENG L , SEAIEER. Bt FRMNEMFEGE, ZFiEaV8E
could release land for ..@BELTIMEE , AREBEXR53.5AB5THEERE,

4 FRRABEXTE , FAFTHREXE [PO5]
Rather than .. JBH —FRIEZRRVIRZ . BEEMBISXHE, KFREEHas sought to tilt5]H |, BIFE
BEERERNEPRERFAL, BTSSP under whichifi BRXMBIE AR EHFIBIE,
AccordinglyE#EHIREEEER | #ERRMEZRBIFNEZEFE. NorBR DR : FHEAEHNE
M. sinceiZ ] AIBMEZERATRERZ ML FTMKAVIEME | mightShe suggestsEBREBfGITTFIEKITE, &
BEEFENR, &5 LERT. KREEN , F=1MBEX.

5 BE—AMmME , TUARRE , hiERmE [P06 / PO7]
EKinsistsMkE BT R , S5RIERZFTFERMmight be unviableflZmi 73 1% , HRBRELLETEINER
RER, =ittt Aseem resigned toEERER , BIERXERNFEIER & ESHIBME ]8T,
EED2REEANZENERFT  BINARUETRER , REFEEEFNRERYBRE T
M. MayREEs ; WEPJUARBE WETAE  MALE—ENFSBREREEF.
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6 ITEL , XZNIH : EEMNS TRIK [PO7]
FEEBHAABERSECEERR  BMABMR ; BEUFI00RENS[EBERZIAE N ESMHTY K
RIS KIEL , FNEEHEARNE HAVETIA R,

BEKTEIVSRALIM |, LR MKIRE — M KEIMEEE, thunders, executes, disappears=i%#f)id
FEmiEREE ; &EMlandSsky, is changingSwill remaindf 88, XEHA BT , XDIERH
% THREMEEEER , A2MIEIEMTUN,

Special difficulties Syt

1 add up to5the sums add up : —{MSEERK , — MRS [P02 / PO6]
P2 it adds up to .. AAYitEIFEFT N KIHELR ; Taken with other recent changesZ2KIEE5HMMEHE
FE[E , adds up toB5|HEEER, P6 the sums add upAdto/FHLERRBIEA , MEiHINE WZAER
BE. AIETFNBESERNER , BERIEVSFIT,

The small changes add up to a major improvement.

XENBHEERRTRTEERE.

The idea sounds attractive, but the sums do not add up.

BEERBA , ERERNITRK,

2 green beltZHXIS {7 , FETEIREHE [PO5]
[Fajland designated as green beltfydesignatedsgifXIE S, &M, SRXKIZ, KRALKLHMS
EERBRIENSG T , FEEREINIME#, AX X HautomaticallyfREILEIE : (NERBENEBHIXLE
iR, REFEERETAER TEHKERERL,

Background #®5is

1 IEfANRERE RN ABR TR XA EE [PO1/ P04 / POS]
ERMT LB EOLEELMNSL | AXWRANBSRFHETNE, TRST , UREHERNN, &
SEERES , THETERS  ERETR R RY AR ER,

RIASLERSIE  THFAEE. FARNEEEN. BEMEs BEERSHERKE —EitE, Em
B BENARIARABNENT, AXNRERELERTEEZE  NAWNT , BRSSETL
RESIRERZ D,

2 Spitfire AfAHBERESES ? [PO7]
REERTZTEFMVNENBEBRARNEINS1940FMARIBAT HBRALR, AXRABEXFHERT
M, ATLLSEN RERESMAGRE ;| XRESERBERNERIE , ATEREYN EELEM) |
B AHE X IV E AR SHAIE,
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Key structures xgmil
Ko1-po1 to the northis... ; AR EEETSH

To the north side is a golf course; to the south, an abandoned one on which proposals to build
houses have been knocked back for years.
ZiSIEMR —BSRRIK ; N —ERFKG , 2R, EREEENREEED R,
To the north side ggi&Hhsa |, is a golf course A= fE|3< ; 53 =S /5to the south, an abandoned one&
EW N AYis, onefXEgolf course,
on which ... have been knocked back{gihEaMIEF k1% ; proposals M E)E1E , to build housesii
BARZRAZA , have been knocked back DI ETERET# 5 , for yearsiiBRFLE:S &,
To the east is a warehouse; to the west, an empty one on which several redevelopment proposals
have been rejected.
AMR—EeE  AME—BZEEE , N ENSTNSREEABHRERT,

ko2-po2 Taken with ... : iIRBIWE HE Mt
Taken with other recent changes, it “adds up to the most powerful, coherent and quietly revolution-
ary national planning policy we’ve ever had,” says Zack Simons, a barrister.
A#IhZack Simonsifi , LFESITREMBLEE—EE , “XMATRINZSREN. &ER , R
AENE it BB RGN EEMRIBER,
Taken with other recent changes@id A5 18%815 , FTIEH# HWhen it is considered together with
other recent changes, it{EXHFELR , SHEEENZRETEMNEIA.
F @it adds up to ...[FEEMNRiAEIE, we've ever hadRE X RRIFNEIEN G , {Eifinational
planning policy ; says Zack SimonsiEiXITEN T ZihE,
Taken with earlier improvements, the new service adds up to a much better experience for
visitors.

RS SARMNMHEE—REE , FENFRREZIFEEST.
ko3-po4 served by5in ... : KEBREARREIEMTBEZEIL

The boldest steps target stations outside existing settlements served by four trains an hour, in the
most productive half of the country.
RAENERHNHNEEEREX 2/ B8/NWEHIIERS. BUTFEELEmRREF—F X
ZEf,
F FThe boldest steps target stations, outside existing settlements, served by four trains an
hour/zin the most productive half ... EERE BRMUEMEH ; served@ I E R , RIRF LT
5 ZERRS.
served by & & 4fBsettlements , (BESARER I EIERIFMH R T AIFIZEHUR , MiEElstations, REX
e AR IRIERS |, Et AR R RIEIAN AR R — Mg, IREBRESIBRERK , BCEFA
FAERFARI X R A Sk X,
The scheme targets libraries that are outside major centres, are served by regular buses and
lie in the northern part of the region.
ZARFWRPOZIN, BERARMRS B FAMXILERIERIE,
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Ko4-pPos FEITES Efunder whichf#fEsystem
Rather than attempting a more liberal American-style zoning system, the government has sought
to tilt the existing system—under which local authorities balance the case for building against the
potential harms—more firmly in favour of development.
BFSBEZWEEMIENAXHE  MEBREILBIEHEEREMMEAL ; ERTHET , hHE
B IENERIRIEHSEERE.
F Fthe government has sought to tilt the existing system more firmly in favour of develop-
ment, Rather than attempting ...5633 X RIEFHIERIRZ,
BT S P 8Yunder which A B){&1fisystem ; local authorities s \&)E1E , balance A against B}
WELEN, MEELA , Emore firmlyfEOtilt , REEEEpotential harms/E HEREIZE,
Rather thanreplace the process, the team has sought to adjust the system—under which editors
weigh speed against accuracy—more firmly in favour of careful checking.
FBAR B EREE  MEBRBNEHE , FEEMEANZE ; EXMFHIET , REENEHEES
R,

ko5-Po5 Nor do ... automatically ... : BE#Z5TEE
Nor do the new rules automatically release land designated as “green belt” near stations, points
out Paul Cheshire, a land economist.
T35 F K Paul Cheshirefgttl , FAN B RS B oM EMHE#H X &R i,
Norfi F a1 , Bizhisddo® | EiBthe new rulesqi ; release AR, & MIAF JaThe new rules do
not automatically release ... either,
designated as ...J5 E{€ffiland ; near stationsFE iz T, BEEE S R‘BNBN” , FEERT X
FXLE BT FE A LIEZ”, points out .. WIFIEMKIAE,

Nor do the new guidelines automatically approve every application, the adviser points out.

Mislsdt , FiesI b RSB EE—H RIS,
Ko6- P07 even if : R CTEEIEN , BREFHNERER

Sanjay Puri, who runs a garden-office business, says the passing traffic may bring him more trade
too, even if the gardens of new homes tend to be too small for the swish outbuildings he sells.
ZLERED LARARBEERSanjay Puriifl , RIEFRIATRGEMTEFRES LR , REMBFHEEEE
NN, AT bt ERIFBLERT E R B R,
FA)Sanjay Puri ... says/a#ithatr] EHEIE A ; who runs ..{E1fi A, passing trafficEFIREH K
BSMEIE , mayfREBrTEEM,
even if5| Nik% : FiBEEEZEEKR) , Ri&&swish outbuildings, too small for .. R= B RE ; he
sells&@ A X A 17 , &fioutbuildings, XAREIREE RS HIEMDLE,
The owner says more visitors may help the shop, even if the rooms they rent are too small for
the furniture she sells.
[EEW , EZHEFRENTEIE , REMITAEREREAND , BRATHHENKRE,
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ko7-Po7 Fi2&id + as + i : Improbable as it might seem
Improbable as it might seem, a moment later a Spitfire thunders into view, executes a perfect barrel-
roll over the golf course, and disappears behind the tree line.
BATERANAEEE , FAZE , —RBAXAMEBEAANE , ESRRKG L= —NE
WRME , ARBXREREKE T,
Improbable as it might seema gl &1L & , 7] # AAlthough it might seem improbable, &
igimprobablef %asai , might{REB“BRrJRE"HIES,
¥ AJa Spitfirefk ;X % Ecthunders, executes, disappears, a moment later: B [8] JX i& , into
view, over the golf course, behind the tree linefzH¥. #HfE. BEHEHEHE,
Unlikely as it might sound, the old machine started immediately, ran smoothly and finished the
job.
REWERANKEE , BEIAYBEIZ B, FIRIE1T , FEm T IE.

9

it

Exercises #35E54F

Listening Ir/] (i&f))
EM TRE | PR ITEENAMEEEERE,

02 What distance and two minimum densities does the article mention?

Comprehension I2f#
EHREEE , FIRFEG. fBirSN<EE.

03 How does the abandoned golf course help introduce the argument?

04 What does the plural the Knockholts mean?

05 Does the estimate of 535,000-570,000 homes mean those homes have been built?

06 How does the chosen reform differ from replacing the system with zoning?

07 What two limitations are raised after the description of the existing decision process?

08 How can the pub owner see both a drawback and an opportunity?

09 Why is the final land-and-sky contrast a literary ending rather than a literal forecast?



The Economist Current Affairs Close Reading

Words in use if;C
RiEENLaF , BI—K ; FREEEIFMNUE.
18R : knocked back / to her credit / subject to / resigned to / add up

10 The proposal hasbheen ____ twice.

11 __ , she admitted that the first plan was unrealistic.

12 The offeris ____a final inspection.

13 After several postponements, they seemed ____ another wait.

14 The project sounds exciting, but the sums do not .

Key structures 75!
SRR EMARIEsIEiE , ARF\TESILE EE,

15 In P1, what does an abandoned one replace, and what do the proposals concern?

16 Expand Taken with into a full clause: “Taken with the earlier changes, the plan is signifi-
cant.”

17 List the three station-location or service conditions described in P4’s first sentence.

18 Remove the dash insertion in P5 to recover the main government action.

19 Start with Nor: “The rules do not automatically approve every site either.”

20 What is too small for the outbuildings in P7?

21 Use although: “Improbable as it might seem, the old machine still works.”

10
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Summary writing %
FA80-100iatFEC E 5 [E, EZEREI S 7 R A,

22 Write an 80-100-word summary.

Composition {E3 (£ )
EEM : FA100-120iAHE— M ABERNE | HB—TUBTEIFR. —IMREIREEZIMNER.

23 Discuss a proposed local change without treating every expected benefit as certain.

11
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Reference translation £#ixyx

P01 ERERTRE T RREALSHNFERTF, ERATHRONESTFIHLEE , 90WRETE,
B2 TEREBNS B, XEFIHBEIISFERFBL AL LIFERE/NE (SREBA%FI) |
ARV FRBAT. FHItMIE—EBESRRKG ; N —EEFIKE SR, TBEERE
MREREEG R NERES. REMBEVIVAIMRARTEE , ATUBRIKERSXEZTE |, IHIKE
ERERK , $HFEAEL,

P02 HIFXMERASFEAR, BIFF8A1THE ARFHIMEMM — K FMLIELSR , IBERET
S ERERE | XEFLBHRIE=EICAEENLR  ARREAXRART —FHNLHEE, &
ARTRS8 DT E R R ERIM AT , XL T HIFRESEBAUMAZSA | EE(tL2REEML
HIERER , XMHIEUERLEEESZFMER, KEMZack Simonsifi , IBESEHEMENLSE
E—EE , “CMlTRITZSREN. RER  tRANFEEEEGENSEMIER",

P03 W F—AMUABARMFIE X 4G RBVBAT R , #EHKEEHAMREUFERKETEE, M
B, 2%k, EEINVENMREALTEEREIIRE , ANRE-—ER A AMABHINE, BEETE
e, ITRMETXMNGE , EESIHEHFRNBETZHEHANSSS., ARLE. TEMIANE
KMatthew Pennycookii : “F[EAMEIE , BA LRBALIMEBRINEKR, "hif , 2T
I, BREAEXEZHRIARNEIR, “BAINZENFEEERDEE , X—RBRMERN, ”

P04 RARENHFEHNHOREEREXZIIN S/NHBIIERS. BUTEEEFRRSH—F
XA ZEL, EHRE , JUESESITIES". LHMIES00KEER , MEAMMELISEFENZEE
iR, RESTHEEEXNHEEZE, 58)\RAESIIIENY  EANRREEREQWM4SE, &8
A ELichfieldsfdiit , £J800B F IR EFASEEIA , XINcAErI seR M B AIRS3.5 A ESTREERS
Ry i,

P05 BEXHATE, BFRBEZXERTMNENSXFHE K MBIAEILIMNEHEEREHHMEFL | &
MITHET , wAEEMNENGRIRIEASEEHRE, SimonsFAEW , Ft , AEHAFMEVAR
EERRIRESHRIERASEFE, THEIFFRPaul Cheshirefgit , FAMN A& BN ERKZEuLMHA
WRImgHE L, Mmikk , BTIREINIUESTIREVER I RIBMEMN |, S B EMRELZT
LRIEERE & & AIITIE,

P06 PennycookCERF , ARBHKESIR, HIERERE , AMINFELIAGHERHEEES
F&. ETF1548FIBo-Peep;BIERIZEIRKate Mansfieldijt , —Zi A —EARERSRRIKIZH L
E , BEtrTeEHRMME,

P07 LZEREDLNBREEEMNSanjay Puriti , RIEZFRBAIGELMTRESER , REMETFHNE
EEEXN, BATHHENREREMBERR, A2, il , “EEESHRNAENESECSRAR
DR, AEEXETIBII . (RAZEETI00RE |, ZNEEHE”, RAWERAKEEE , Fzlz
B, —RBAANREEHANLE  ESRKRIKG L=l —NERIERINE , ARBEREWNLS
7. WEIEANRE , XEMTRRETERHEHKIE,
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Reference answers £EZ&x5@h

AREAREKRESEEREF N ; ANEEEMER , BIERRIA,

Before you read iZgiEE

01 iXpIEE

Residents could reach jobs and services by train, making the location useful even outside an

existing large settlement.

RBANAMHBRBTENE | (BAEERLLBEREPTHRER N B 2L A,

Listening Iff /3

02
Eight hundred metres; thirty-five and forty-five dwellings per hectare.
8008EES , 35545 A8 LMES ; minimumARE LR,

Comprehension 2f#

03
It gives a visible example of land near good transport where housing proposals have repeatedly
been rejected, contrasting rural appeal with restricted development.

BREBREME , X5|HRBMBREMEBIIEER],

04
Stations across England with conditions similar to Knockholt: busy commuter links surrounded

by fields or partly developed land.
WRAR—ERM , MAREIMFESNMERTE,

05

No. It is an estimate of the housing capacity of land that the reform could release.
could, land for5& BB ERN R EE,

06
It tilts the existing case-by-case balance more towards development while retaining discre-
tionary decisions and appeals.

AEMERFAEEH , B ARESNERBEMER,

07
Green-belt land near stations is not released automatically, and affordability requirements may

make some potential sites economically unviable.
RMERE 7 B TR A5 ZEFeITH ; mayZifRE,

08
Some local people dislike the golf-course development, but more residents or visitors may bring
new customers to the pub.

RESEBVNEENUARE , AFBITIHMTE R,
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09
It contrasts physical development on the ground with a feeling of continuing Kentish identity,

strengthened by the sudden appearance of an old aircraft.
EZEEEFFINEE | RRRZEXANZHIBE ARFFIRR,

Words in use id;C

10
knocked back
METR T #ENfE AT A5 15,

11
To her credit
AJESRIA

* to her credit

AEAE ; EFRA-MERKEE,

12

subject to
toNMiE , RIRZFHLIR,

13
resigned to

TRER N2,

14

add up
ZFMWMIIRS)E  FRERNEGEEER,

Key structures q]E!

15

One replaces a golf course; the proposals concern building houses on that abandoned course.
on which[El$gEF K17,

16
When it is considered together with the earlier changes, the plan is significant.
AERRIA

» When the plan is considered together with the earlier changes, it is significant.

WEHEEWEplan , IgELthe earlier changesH{EFE A F1E,

17
Outside existing settlements, served by four trains an hour, and in the most productive half of

the country.
FHR—ST KIREEATE,
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18
The government has sought to tilt the existing system more firmly in favour of development.
more firmly/#%[Bltilt,

19
Nor do the rules automatically approve every site.
dof2ql , approvefREBIREH ; AgEMlautomatically,

20
The gardens of the new homes.
he sells{&ffioutbuildings , #£E 7 &too smalliyFiE,

21

Although it might seem improbable, the old machine still works.
AERRIA

* The old machine still works, although it might seem improbable.
LS R RRFT , might & 43T EI6,

Summary writing {2

22

The article welcomes changes intended to make housing development easier near well-served
stations in England. It uses an abandoned golf course near Knockholt to illustrate the tension
between attractive countryside and restricted supply. The framework sets distance and density
conditions, but it works through the existing discretionary system. Green-belt treatment and
affordability requirements may still limit viable projects. Local business owners anticipate pos-
sible customers while residents worry about losing a separate identity. The closing aircraft scene
suggests that some sense of Kentish tradition may survive changes on the ground.

NMX D EBEESESEMEN , REBHERBIB A ABNERRN, RIBERFRRIEXEITT,

Composition g3

23

A disused building beside a railway station could become a useful shared workspace. People
might reach it without driving, and nearby cafés could gain customers. To its credit, the proposal
uses an existing structure rather than requiring a large new site. Yet the sums still need check-
ing. Repair costs, access arrangements and regular demand would affect whether the project
could operate sustainably. Local residents may also worry about noise in the evening. Before
supporting the final design, I would want a clear plan for opening hours and evidence of likely
use. A promising location is a good beginning, but it does not settle every practical question.
Fcould, mightX57 iS5 ELIN , IEHFIREFME, ROREREM S IMEFBERLDE |, £
RERKIEHRIAFIR,
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