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The Hundred’s big-city revolution is reviving

an old county-cricket tradition
ERENAWTEE , BV T BRIRRE S

The sport is having a surprising local renaissance
XIUEH IEAE 77 IR E A BRI E 4
The Economist - 2026-08-16

—BBFEERRNERFERETIRK , BRFIIURIKFFHAIMR,

JEFE 68 /100
EIN60-800H ; EMIENX Hit,
EAIRE BRI —MRRIERE  FEIEKA, BESEHESNEIE,
ANITES : BBIHAEARTBEMAELNGD , ERESERER,
About this lesson #igSig
AR REIB AR O BRZFEARRE USSR | AEIRLEREPA— B EREEREEAFI/
KIAMAR, AXESHIRBETITH. RENERXZ , UREEWNRRUES H T RBRINE,
s XPBEKE, —HMHRKEFNBESER
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» iZ{&Efever, consolation prize5stepping stonefyLt i

Before you read i@z

Why might the same number of spectators feel different in a small ground and a large stadium?
HRAIASHIBRATHIBRAE,
PREZE (p.12)
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Text iz

ro1] “METRO BANK fever” is sweeping English cricket.””' Named after the sponsor of the
county One-Day Cup, symptoms include an unlikely enthusiasm for second-string cricketers
and obscure provincial grounds.’??"**'** Demand for tickets at such “outgrounds” has been
febrile."% Surrey even threatened to punish members who failed to use their tickets for
sold-out games at Guildford."*”"!

—BEFEZERKRNERFEEEIR | BERRIXRFNZIAT

QO

=

r021 An outground revival was not part of cricket administrators’ modernising plans when
they launched The Hundred in 2021. Rather than 18 counties, eight city-based franchises
compete in a brash 100-ball tournament featuring fireworks and six-hitting aplenty./08"09V10K02
Manchester Super Giants won the men’s final on August 16th, and Trent Rockets won the
women’s contest. The Hundred has transformed the women’s game in particular, bringing
bigger audiences and salaries.’"

(po3) But traditionalists hate it, and counties without a host venue fear being left behind.""*'"?
This year investors paid more than £500m ($680m) for stakes in the eight franchises; four
attracted American investors, and four went to owners of Indian Premier League teams.""*
The Oval Invincibles were renamed MI London, part of Mumbai Indians’ global stable."'

rro4] The One-Day Cup is county cricket’s 50-over competition. It now runs alongside The Hun-
dred, which nabs the best talent.”'*“>® But it gains a consolation prize: a prime slot during the
August school holidays.""”"'® Pre-Hundred, the 2019 One-Day Cup took place mostly in April
and May and just 8% of group-stage matches were played at outgrounds.'”” This year 40%
were.
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WHARIKIZIEELLE | AR ELHEMR , FHEB—HHEE.

rros) The shift is sharpest among counties whose grounds host Hundred games. The Hundred
team based in Yorkshire, for example, is SunRisers Leeds; Yorkshire’s One-Day Cup side plays
its home games in York and Scarborough. Small grounds bring advantages. A crowd of a few
thousand that looks sparse at a major ground used for international cricket feels vibrant at

25 an outground.’?’V?'*% The dry English summer has helped, too: for the first time, bad weather
has not caused a single One-Day Cup group game to be abandoned."*?

iros] Taking cricket to the shires is an old tradition that had withered.'**"**“°> Across England
and Wales 51 outgrounds hosted (longer-form) County Championship games in 1965, but just
nine did so in 2018, as schedules shrank and the demands of professional cricket grew. Many

30 outgrounds lack modern facilities. Lancashire have responded with AO Farington, a purpose-
built, 5,000-capacity second home which opened this summer."**

ro71 For players, the One-Day Cup can be a stepping stone to The Hundred and riches be-
yond."*° For a lucky few, the road to winter suntans in Dubai and Durban could pass through
Gosforth and Grantham. On August 11th Rocky Flintoff, the 18-year-old son of a former Eng-
35 land star, Andrew “Freddie” Flintoff, smashed a 65-ball century for Lancashire against Som-
erset.””” He will surely be upgraded to The Hundred next year, and from there, who knows.
But county fans aren’t chasing a glittering future, just a sunny afternoon in a cosy ground

watching cricket as they know it."2#"29¢%

New words and expressions &£ifdflEig

BEXEIIAFHT ; «RILEHSIRIA,

vo1-P01 sweep*

[swip/ v. % ; MEEFE

fever is sweepingE# & & , AREEATEAK
ii'b

vo2-Po1 second-string

/sekond 'strin/ adj. —4HY ; EHNESHY

LEAEST BB B IRBWIREMTNRA T , A2 IRFTBIRRE
RETUWIKE,
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vo3-rPo1 obscure
[ab'skjua/ adj. &R AXNHY ; NEARRY
&imt 51zt |, M ARMBER , FRAKSHS,

vo4-Po1 provincial

fpra‘vinfal/ adj. 7R ; ShERY

LA 5 Rig FDRIFESAAN | A B aNiF M IRfEESS
I=H

vos-Po1 outground

[auvtgraund/ n. ERPAERRIIEEE £171K1H

R eI R IMZEAREIZL R |, FINAR RS , B AR
BZREM PNy,

vos-pPo1 febrile

[fi:brail/ adj. & #AARIEHRAY

Sfever, symptomsfispiE—HERER , KIFEWE
miE,

voz7-po1 fail to*
[fe1l tu:/ v. phr. K&t ; ZBMH
failed to use ticketsR ZZIEAEER , NEEIRAZEE

KET,

vog-pPo2 franchise*

[freentfaiz/ n. $51F2EKBA ; MNERERN

KRB BRERFHRELEABHIKOA ; NERE—ERBAE
BRTEF,

vo9-P0o2 hrash

/breef/ adj. HKiFHHY ; FRRMIERY

e &fireworksfIKE/- 7K , EMBRHRIINIERES

A=
T=Ro

vi0-P02 aplenty

[o'plenti/ adv./adj. XEit ; F=/

M E | 1§ B, Wsix-hitting aplenty, & B 1%
iiplenty of six-hitting,

vi1-p0o2 transform*

ftreens'fo:m/v. BERT

bringingii BEMIARFFH IV EZ Y, ; XERRINEFESR
TXANE R ERS,

V12-P03 venue

[venju:/ n. izt ; HIE

host venue 2 &N BIKFEMNIAM , SENBASIMLEER
=E—HE,

vi3-Po3 leave behind*

Alirv brhamd/ phr. v. {£...BERE

fear being left behind B#%z1z1& 17 , RREOLELRRE
FEE.
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vi4-pPo3 stake

[sterk/ n. B&1% ; BRAX

pay for stakes in ... 2T E& W EIKPARRI , RRLIEH
REMEE,

vi5-po3 stable

['stetbal/ n. E—EWRIETHI—LBPAESE
HOES—iItELDS | RAF—LENAE , AL
TR XM,

Vv16-P04 nab*
/naeb/ v. BE ; BIEZZ
EBSEFTAABEEOEL ; BRI E EH 5265

KA,

vi7-pPo4 consolation prize*

/konsa'lerfan praiz/ n. phr. L3 ; £ X F | EHI*

=

BEEERNELS  AR—BRLEER M —INER

E2 7
The extra publicity was a consolation prize after
the event lost its main sponsor.
ENREEEREERE , FSNBRAER — M
1=,

vi8-P04 prime slot*

fpramm slot/ n. phr. FEATER ; IEAERSHEA

school holidays###FiX MEHA R A B R FMRE 7,

V19-P04 group stage

/gru:p sterds/ n. phr. /\EZEMER

8% 540%LL MR ZMN ERIZRMI B DS | RELEE
ZEMMAREESI,

v20-PO5 Sparse*

/spa:s/ adj. HERRY ; FELHY

B#LTA , EEERANGHMSBEFH |,
MxS17RE,

v21-pP0o5 Vvibrant
[vaibrant/ adj. BiEHY ; Y
SsparseXig , REKRE/IZM—EEE S LI AL,

RIEME

v22-p05 abandon
/abaendan/v. H1E ; BUGH
LEERR S MMM , NEERIERE B RMFTE RER,

v23-pP0o6 shire

[fa1e/ n. BB ; RIZ=1HT5 SZED

the shireshz Lt FEBRAVERFTE , 5K THEHIAY
BREMRE,

v24-ro6  wither*

[wida/ v. =& ; BHKEIET]

HEYHES|IB ; EEMNSIBAIBHRFRHFREE.
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v25-P06 purpose-built v27-P07 century

/p3:pas bilt/ adj. MIFEREEITEEN [sentfori/ n. —BEHIKF R FF1007 RIS
RIRFIZEALBREEME , FRIGFHEEMETE 65-ball centuryts — B HIKF BB E 65K IFIKEIX
K17, 210059 , AE65% , W ARZLLTEIFE— ML,
v26-P07 Sstepping stone* v2g-pPo7 glittering

[stepin stoun/ n. phr. BEIG ; #HMEZ [glitery/ adj. XFFERY ; < AHKRR

astepping stone to..fAtoM™id , FiEEMRESshRiE, SBERUFIREVE , MEERFAMEEFEE,

The small project became a stepping stone to a v29-p07  COSY*

?;i;g:er rrci)le. ‘ e [kavzi/ adj. EFHEFELIRY ; BEM
ZANRE LT EAEARENEWNE. RAMES ; SEAHEML , BIDHIES, RENNE
1#38,

Notes on the text g3GE

1 fever, symptoms, febrile : —4AFSFHKHILLME [PO1]
REE S IKIZMERB K IR : feverE#E , symptomsy| HRI , febrileflZ BT RHNE, =/Md
HEFLIERATIKIVF A, Metro BankEESZHE , FARXEEITIRIZIRITHIET H %K.

% _fA)FFkNamed after the sponsor7E BB L5 XA B FF , (ERE L EiEsymptoms , ELERM
B, PILNZEEERE  BCSENEBEMESThe fever is named after ...; its symptoms include ... ,
IR BN RER,

2 ZINREFE, ANMERAR  FEIBHFHES [PO2 / PO3 / P04 / P06]
The Hundred BA8Z3H i BRBA Jo ALy , 10038 EHIAFAYEREY ; One-Day Cup@— BT , FREBALAL , R
F50%2 #2380 ; County Championship7EP6HHIL , AFEIBRKEHIIER. ENIIAMAITNEEE
HIER—EEMELEAE,

MBESLTFRIKERMURSHFMIZF , BANBRERRR D, FERFDCENOEBAEMR, FELE
NRES , BABARH , RIETDUBUHIEASIEHABEABZE, RPULEMKAE R iHEBR LA
ML,

3 KEHKE , BRESFHEN  BIMFAERS~E? [P04 / PO5]
alongside S INFEERTB] LEE ; nabsiiEAERBKRREMBIXE, But it gainsH#YitEZIOne-Day
Cup , consolation prizeffe HE S EABREAFRESBWEEHNE, REEMATREEERERER
BRERKE,

RIKIAEDEIKE |, BN — BMEOEM AN 17 , AfmNIKIZEESEEEM, SR, B/EIHHFA
FRRXSHEERS : EAEREREK , B/l T ANUMRMESERGF. IRFHAEE AR “Hit
H/NIANESS T BE E,

4 8%Z40%551%9 : HBNBREEHARE [P04 / PO6]
8%Z140% 2 E—— H /N 4EFE FoutgroundsF Y7 R S tb , R2019F RRE S FE M2 B R
=, BAHRKSE ; ARENERABINSE,

51%|9M) &1 County ChampionshipfJoutgrounds#{ £ , tL3R1965F 520185, EiRBEEEHNIA
SPRTE , AEEES1. 9. 8%, 40%HAy —FEBUMEBAIESEFF, AO Farington[m Y2 N IRMEE
K, HiHEAE H AR TR MRBRII AT IBIZHE,
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5 IRRERIE , REBET—MRABHTF [PO7]

stepping stoneflroadBER & REMIRIZE : A LLFRITRILKABRESIMATESZEN., BF. BN

ﬂEl PRAES RIBIMILE EMMBELE | through Gosforth and Granthamig B SeTAER AL , R
— R X LI T RO £X

surelym1’l5%5('}f|5$:‘ﬂim REAYRZIFIRT , who knowsX BAREEH ; EAREZERHHNENER,

FAIButfEEIKik : glittering future¥f#8sunny afternoon , as they know it3Z{AZABAIE AL, K

ENERESELE THGERE,

Special difficulties SR

1 outgroundSaway ground : EIFARIE—EE [PO1/ PO5 / PO6]
outground2E W AT EE MM S EH ML FiAM, N —BAMFENZSH FE#N$Thome
games , IEIHERXLE M SR AR F17, Hiloutground4iZ &7 , Mia5/EmEAThome games;h5
side7EP5 AIKPA , groundsikiz ; countyr]BEiEIEHEERPASKERMRIKIE RER, RIBEAMBRERE |
TEEIESN A FEIEMt A RAESER T,

2 This year 40% were : ZIEHNATEMNFID4 [P04]
SR E B EThis year 40% of group-stage matches were played at outgrounds, werefg& Zplayed
at outgrounds , B5 S/EH & Fof group-stage matches, EREEE LI , B AN FERM
BN,

Last year; ten events were held outdoors. This year, twenty were.

EFETIZENEEIINET , SEE_T15.

Background &S5

1 HEXEREREMIN/MRIK R [P02 / PO4 / PO7]
BIRFEAAMMNEE , SAEREHE100K , THRBERM. XEAI00ZIKE , A2IKAMTIFEIY
D, ESoverMRMCCE17FA6N BRI ; 5058 BENN —FHHRZ300NERIZIK , LMK
FRTTANIX6IK , EEE B e BEIR AT LA RN LAE T,

six-hitting#g & H /< 9 K, MCCHE19FZA B, MK E TP REHABHEML R ZHENE
Fboundary six , BHEIC65 ., centuryll @ HIKFEF100% ; 65-ball century it R A T65IKE1A
BX—R S5, ANEEAX100IKEE 51005 N ARSURM — MEE,

Key structures xgqi
ko1-Po1 who failed to use : REHEREEMGEMA

Surrey even threatened to punish members who failed to use their tickets for sold-out games at
Guildford.
FEERMERTEZRMN  BEETBLEEZESTRERERZXER. MEEERANEA,
Surreyy 18 K &8 89 X #57 , threatened to punishif BF B B 3% BX B9 17 31 ; members@punishfy &
H, Who\RIFREW—LS5R | RERMFHITRENIA,
for sold-out gamesPREtickets , at GuildfordiiBEtL Fithss, fail to useSfail to buy/ HFIR T A
Eeld , NEiERRANIEERRRIERR,

The club contacted members who failed to collect their reserved equipment.

BREREAR T ARLEFT B8 M AR BRI R R,



https://www.thehundred.com/info/competition-rules
https://www.lords.org/mcc/the-laws/the-over
https://www.lords.org/mcc/the-laws/boundaries
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Ko2-po2 rather thangi® , featuring/5E{B{FFEE
Rather than 18 counties, eight city-based franchises compete in a brash 100-ball tournament fea-
turing fireworks and six-hitting aplenty.
EEERHRI8ZERBAS N , MR IL8SZ LA T AE AV ITEEIKAAIZR ;| X—100IKFEHHFFHLEIK
1 BBHEREEX , hEXEARDEK,
rather than 18 countiesEHERRE GBI B fif ; FT)eight city-based franchises compete ...25 H SLFR
SEER, INFRESF , F21858MNEFHEN.
featuring fireworks and six-hitting aplenty/g &{&{fitournament , %P2 AE, aplentyiRESE
dfg ; 100-ballfE AR IAFHERA N , balNAE K,
Rather than ten regional teams, six city clubs compete in a short tournament featuring music
and family activities.
SNLEBNRAFTBHERE , MIETMXEA ; XTEERRERSETHE RMKRE G,

ko3-po4 which nabs : JEPREMNAIOIERIAHFES
It now runs alongside The Hundred, which nabs the best talent.
MSESEKERET , MEXFLE TRHEBHAS,
F &It now runs alongside The Hundred , E#It[E$§0ne-Day Cup, iE=fGwhich nabs ...%t7EThe
Hundred/E# &M A 7 HEC,
FAJBut it gains ... FRItXIE— B , REEIEF MBS DN EARBE NS — HHundred, 1E3ERE , B4
BELFMEN , MARRYMIXRIERE,
The local fair runs alongside a national festival, which attracts the best-known performers.

WwHETSEEMTKERET , BERS| TRABHWRESE,

koa-pos thatlooks ... feels ... : KEBRXE—/MELH
A crowd of a few thousand that looks sparse at a major ground used for international cricket feels
vibrant at an outground.
NFBMRBERDEFRERAKRIKIZF , EEHHEE | B T/XK7 , SUEARERHMEET.
FFA crowd of a few thousand feels vibrant at an outground, that looks sparse ... JZEIBNG ,
{&ftficrowd ; used for international cricketX 213 A 53185518 , {&ffimajor ground,
R IE 5 BB & BRI AR FIEMI KIKIG”, looksSfeelsty kA Ehid , sparse5vibrantfF &k
& FAREFRIKIZHERIERI,
A display that looks small in a hall built for major exhibitions feels impressive in a local library.
— MNEEBREARBERABENATEESRN , RAIKEBENRESHE,

kos-pos that had withered 5117 iE
Taking cricket to the shires is an old tradition that had withered.
ERIKE S SE , E—MEEHRZNERLR,
Taking cricket to the shiresE Nz &A@ 1E{F£1E ; is an old traditions 1§ iEFFKIE, that had
withered{&{fitradition , T AFEMEHZARBMIKE M ZH , I—RABLETEE.
takingfy E 18 Zcricket , to the shires g7 @ ; NEEHEshiresHFENBIAEE, ENIFIF R BIKINE
Bt , BB RS,
Bringing music to small towns is a tradition that had faded before the new festival began.
EERHR/NMER —IEH TR IR ZAIMERZIELR,
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Ko6-P07 not ... just...5as they know it
But county fans aren’t chasing a glittering future, just a sunny afternoon in a cosy ground watching
cricket as they know it.
{BERPAIKIEIE R I FH N ZABRIRK , MEEFAXRBNTE , RESEFEIIR/NIKG , MEMIIAE
AItRIK,
F Fcounty fans aren’t chasing a glittering future, just a sunny afternoon ..., justig EEEE
fchasing ; not5justfZAERKITRIVIER , MIFHKETE2ARDLEERE,
watching cricketifBRE T FF8Y/ER) , 218 EAIWMEE Zfans, as they know it i 1ZABAIMRIK
R, itEfEcricket, XEBTXANRERERE ARIE WALTTE,
The visitors were not seeking a famous attraction, just a quiet afternoon enjoying the town as
they remembered it.
HENAFEIERRR , RBLRFHHMET N TF  EXICICH/NMENET,

Exercises #3551

Listening T /] (&)
EHC TRE  IER— BWNAETE R BIAE DT EL B,

02 What percentages of group-stage matches were held at outgrounds in 2019 and in the arti-
cle’s current year?

Comprehension 2f#

BXENHEAREDZ , REBESHNBFOR,

03 Why is the local revival described as surprising?

04 What does the One-Day Cup lose, and what is its consolation prize?

05 Does outground mean an away ground? Give evidence.

06 Why should the figures 51 and nine not be joined directly to 8% and 40% as one series?

07 What does a 65-ball century describe?

08 How do the players’ and fans’ hopes differ in the final paragraph?
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Words in use idiC

RigENE28F , EI—X,
18FE : prime slot / sparse / stepping stone / withered / cosy

09 The programme gained a ____ during the school holidays.

10 Only a few seats were occupied, so the crowd looked ____

11 A short placement can be a ___ to a full-time job.

12 The old tradition had before volunteers revived it.

13 The small café felt warm and .

Key structures 75!
RANEISIEN , BERERENNE,

14 Were the members threatened because they could not buy tickets, or because they did not
use tickets they had?

15 Begin with Rather than: “Six city clubs compete, not ten regional teams.”

16 In P4, what do It at the start and which later in the same sentence refer to?

17 Find the head noun of the subject and the main predicate in P5’s sentence beginning A crowd
of a few thousand.

18 Use the present simple: “Bringing sport to small towns (be) an old tradition.”

19 What does it refer to in cricket as they know it?

20 Expand the ellipsis: “This year 40% were.”
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Summary writing %
FA70-90iAfERFH 77 & XRIZIMNHIFILEENT B,

21 Write a 70-90-word summary.

Composition {3 (&)

&4 : F90-1101F LR ETLEMNAE KA IE 5 /M7 BT B M E,

22 Compare a large venue and a smaller local venue for an activity you enjoy.

10
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Reference translation &£#ixxx

P01 “Metro BankiF# IF[EERB=RKR, XRUEKR—BMEBEGRVIE , ERMWEE . A
ITHAERMRAET F LKA FE D AN S K7, XEEFEF K ONEZTRKAEGSLZ, iE
BEERSEZERMN  EETHLEEESREESEZXRTE, ASEERANEA,

P02 RIKEEEE2021FHEBIREN , ARITEILXLERKIFME X, LEFERTRISZEBASI , M
RiL8Z UM AEMAVHTEERARIER | X—100KBHINBESHFRKE , BEETHX , HBXE
AR TR, SMNIFBREANESHIHRBEFAE KW AFIANTEUTFETEE, BIKE
RERBTLFRK , HRTESMRFNESHM,

P03 (BEFIRTRE , RBERMAENAAWEORKBERE, SF , REE DXSTIKAIIRNZ
(I TESZRE , I86.8(CETT ; 45| TEERZAE | FAZNANEBRXFRAZIRAR, HE
K17 TEIBAE & 9MI London , A& SKENEABAEIKIKPARSHI—EB 5,

P04 —HMERRIRKESOELTES., WS ESERERPET, MEAKERETRUBHAT, K
g, —ABFBRET M RER”  SAERNRENESHEA. BIXFLMAT , 2019F0—BRE
EHE4AMSAET , MNARRBSUTHAFEEERIKG, SF , XN EEFIR40%,

P05 X—TCETEHIGEDBIRENRLEAPRFBE, FE , IR EHRERARTZZA &
BA ; 9 ES N — BEMIBAMANIEESZ L ERELZMET TR, NIKZEECHLE. LTRMRK
FEDEFRLEENARKIGF , BEHHEE  2T/KG , MFIEARSRAMEED, ZE=ZXNTF
BOWEXBETIC . IRF—X , —BMWNAFLBEFA—ZEFXSMEE,

P06 ICIRIKERIMGEE , R—MERHRENEER. 1965F  "E=FERETHBS1EXLRE
KIgEDEHRKVBEES ; F12018F , RRIE , FRIZFRZWEE , BRARIKIT 17189 Z KA B
RS, FSXRKGROMALIRME, =HAEEME RSBEINITERAO Farington : —EEE [ JEiS,
AJEYN5,000 ABIE_E17 , SEERRINIFE,

P07 WHOMSES, —HMJTURAEREKE #MENESMENBEHNA, WLPBESCE
Kin, BOo@FNENLBEMEAAWER, UREXXHFERNZ =28, 8A11H , siRIB =K
£ Andrew “Freddie” Flintofffy18% JLFRocky Flintoff , (XX =H B ENIPEi=ZAESEAT , {RAHGSIK(E
Z321005, ftEBFBUEANBIKRE , ZFXREESIT , EHER, BEPAKEIEZRNFRZRNEDN
KK, MEENBENTE , LESFEFI/NKG , MEMZTIIRIK,

11
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Reference answers £EZ&x5@h

AREAREKRESEEREF N ; ANEEEMER , BIERRIA,

Before you read iZgiEE

01 iXpIEE

They occupy a larger share of a small ground, which can make the atmosphere feel more lively

and close.
EIETERESMRBRZIXZANT , FMBREIMIABES,

Listening Iff /3

02
Eight per cent and forty per cent respectively.
R3S R20195REHF ; RRNE AL,

Comprehension 2f#

03
The Hundred was designed around city franchises, but its scheduling and use of major venues
indirectly helped traditional county matches at smaller grounds.

FUABRNE B IRSBINERNR E,

04
It loses leading players to The Hundred but gains a prime place in the August school holidays.

AZSEEAN S EESEES.

05
No. Yorkshire plays One-Day Cup home games at York and Scarborough while its Hundred team
uses the main base.

[F3home gamesifiBRR Fimithth 5] Jo £ 17,

06
The first pair counts grounds hosting County Championship matches; the second pair measures
the share of One-Day Cup group matches at outgrounds.

FE, BUNMEMHIORE,

07

A batter reaching one hundred runs after facing sixty-five balls in one innings.
century AN AEF10053 , 650 ZERFEITAVIRIKE , FERBKERFESHK,

08
Players may see the cup as a route to more lucrative cricket, while county fans mainly want a

familiar, pleasant afternoon watching the game.
REBmay5 VEFZENTEE , NMEMBEKREERLARE.

12
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Words in use id;C

09
prime slot

IERE L SUEMEEA,

10

sparse
sparse A & zfliAlook /G AR Ed,

11

stepping stone
to3|H T —Z Bir.

12

withered
hadGHEERE , sIEEE5EMWE,

13

cosy

AIERRIA
* cozy

& cosy , = cozy[E X,

Key structures &%

14
Because they did not use tickets they had.
failed to usefJEiEZtheir tickets,

15
Rather than ten regional teams, six city clubs compete.

WHERRIN S KRR EERITFIT,

16

It refers to the One-Day Cup; which refers to The Hundred.
ANEFRAENMERREESR,

17
The head noun is crowd; the main predicate is feels vibrant at an outground.

AlERRIA
* Crowd is the head noun; feels is the main verb, followed by vibrant at an outground.

TEFIEL B Zthat looks .. XNEIBEBNG ; B HEEXRMENFOiFElcrowd, used for ... EMNDRER{E
fmground,

13
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18
is

BAMBIEIEFRHEIE,

19
Cricket, in the familiar form and experience the fans know.
FZ2afternoon , th RERE—RIK5A,

20
This year 40% of group-stage matches were played at outgrounds.

M E—SFH LRI D B S| ENIBIE , TEERhpispectators,

Summary writing {#E

21

The Hundred has drawn talent and investment towards city-based cricket, but it has also indi-
rectly helped county matches at smaller grounds. The One-Day Cup now occupies the August
school holidays, while major venues host the newer competition. More matches therefore reach
outgrounds, where modest crowds feel lively. Dry weather has supported the revival, though
facilities remain a challenge. For players the cup may open richer opportunities; for traditional
fans its value lies in a familiar afternoon’s entertainment.

FRELHEER  FTRRENERRIL, KASHKENNBERENESENER.

Composition fEX

22

A large concert hall can offer excellent equipment and space for famous performers. Yet a
smaller local room has a different appeal. The audience can see the musicians closely, and a
modest crowd may create a warm atmosphere rather than look sparse. Lower capacity also
means organisers must think carefully about ticket availability and access. Neither setting is
automatically better. A young performer may use the local event as a stepping stone, while lis-
teners may value it as an enjoyable evening in itself. The best choice depends on what the event
and its audience need.

LERZD—MEARRB SRS , FXHS5EBNBFR. FERIEXSELHE. NERER.

14
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